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A little history 
about S&L Motors

by Chris Jaworski
S&L Motors, a Chrys-

ler, Dodge, Jeep, and Ram 
dealership, sits on the 
corner of Highways 32 and 
29 just south of Pulaski. At 
first glance this huge car lot 
seems like a typical large 
auto dealership. In many 
ways it is, but S&L Mo-
tors origins go back to one 
man and his wife, with a 
dream to start a small farm 
machinery and truck repair 
shop.

In 1951 Harry Slezews-
ki and his spouse, Theresa, 
built a two stall garage with 
a parts room and office. 
This building still stands 
today and is located at 6325 
County Trunk B, Pulaski 
Wisconsin. The intent was 
that this structure would 
house a repair facility for 

farm equipment and trucks. 
Originally Harry was busi-
ness manager/mechanic, 
Theresa became bookkeep-
er, and their first employee, 
Tony Ladowski, would also 
be a mechanic. At that time 
a name was needed so they 
decided to go with S – for 
Slezewski and L – for Lad-
owski.

In 1951 the Slezewski’s 
applied for a Massey-Harris 
farm equipment franchise 
which required the dealer-
ship to have an official 
name. Hence, it became 
S&L Implement Company. 
On February 14th, 1952 the 
first load of Massey Harris 
farm tractors arrived. S&L 
Implement’s first sale was to 
Mike Wojcik who purchased 

a Massey Harris model 44 
tractor.

The reputation as a 
repair facility grew and 
Harry envisioned local 
cheese factories needing 
milk trucks, area feed mills 
needing grain trucks, and 
nearby quarries needing 
dump trucks. To service 
this demand Harry ap-
plied for an International 
Harvestor truck franchise 
which was awarded in 
1954.

As time passed, trucks 
became larger and the 
height of the garage doors 
no longer accommodated 
the higher milk truck bod-
ies. In 1957 twenty acres 
of land was purchased 
from Adolf Minta on the 
northwest corner of High-
way 32 and County Road 
B where a larger garage 
was built. This building is 
still in use today and cur-
rently houses the business 
of McKeefry and Sons. 

The new garage was of-
ficially open for business 
in October of 1957.

In 1964 American 
Motors Corp. approached 
Harry and offered him 
the AMC franchise. The 
contract was official in 
1965 with a slight name 
change, S&L Motors and 
Equipment Co. The change 
reflected the automobile/
truck aspect and also the 
farm equipment facet. 
American Motors merged 
with Jeep in 1976 so the 
Jeep franchise was added 
to the S&L family.

In 1977 Harry sold 
the farm equipment divi-
sion which now included 
franchises for Massey 
Ferguson, Gehl, New Idea, 
Papec, and Owatonna.  
Harry then bought the 
vacant Ford Motor build-
ing (now Pulaski’s Brown 

continued on page 2

Calendar of Events
October 22 .....................Annual Meeting & Dinner
........................... at the American Legion in Pulaski
November 17 ............... Board Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.

All board meetings held at the PACE Community 
Room at Glenbrook School. 

Winter Hours:
Thursday 3-5 pm

Friday, December 5th from
 5:30-7:30 p.m.

March 1956, “Bringing in a Trade-In”  A very unique and rare Massey 
Harris 4 x 4 tractor on steel was taken in on trade at S&L Implement 
Company. It later sold that spring for $400.00.  Today’s value is approx. 
$15,000.00



Message from
 the President

Dear Friends of the Mu-
seum and Members of the 
PAHS,

So much has happened this 
past summer at the mu-
seum. This newsletter is a 
great time to share it with 
you.

Our Brick fundraiser con-
tinues to grow as we get 
the word out to the public. 
We had a great opportunity 
this summer with “Channel 
Five, Live at Five” to do 
just this. Over 94 bricks to 
date have been sold.

We continue to receive sup-
port through our volunteers 
and donors. Thanks to all 
of you that have helped in 
some way. 

Thanks to our members, 
we continue to update and 
make our building more 
efficient for the purpose of 
preserving our articfacts 
and our heritage.

Join us at our annual ban-
quet this year on October 
22nd. It’s a great oppor-
tunity to tour the museum 
and learn more about our 
organization as we continue 
to grow.

One last request, we are 
always looking for volun-
teers to help at the museum. 
If you are interested, please 
contact any board member. 
We would love to have you 
aboard.

Sincerely,

Larry Puzen
PAHS President
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County Library branch) and 
leased it to his farm equip-
ment purchaser, Norbert 
Szprejda. With the absence 
of farm equipment, the last 
official name change came 
about which also reflected 
incorporating the business. 
At this time, the business 
was named S&L Motors 
Inc.

On March 9th, 1987 
Chrysler Corporation pur-
chased American Motors 
Corp. In 1992 Chrysler 
offered Harry all six of its 
franchises which included 
Chrysler, Plymouth, Dodge, 
Dodge Trucks, Jeep, and 
Eagle. At that time there 
were only 26 “6 Pack” deal-
erships in the country. Dur-
ing this stage of his career 
Harry attended company 
meetings with Chrysler’s 
famous CEO, Lee Iacocca. 
Harry fondly remembered 
Mr. Iacocca saying, “A 
good productive meeting 
shouldn’t last more than ½ 
hour”.

In 1996 Harry and 
Theresa Slezewski decided 
to retire and sold their busi-
ness to Stu Winarski and 
Larry Bembenek. Because 
the new owner’s first name 
initials matched S and L, 

they decide to keep the 
S&L Motors Inc. name. 
In June of 1998 the 
dealership moved to its 
current location on Hwy 
32 and 29 and was simply 
called S&L Motors. By 
the year 2000 S&L Mo-
tors was the fifth largest 
Chrysler dealership in 
Wisconsin measured by 
sales. Stu Winarski left 
the partnership in April of 
2001 and founded Chrys-
ler World in Abrams. 
The remaining partner, 
Larry Bembenek, sold 
S&L Motors to Pat Baxter 
of Kayser Automotive 
Group out of Madison 
on November 1st, 2004. 
Today S&L Motors em-
ploys 45 people. It has a 
full line parts department, 
sales department, service 
department, and a colli-
sion center. At any given 
time approximately 350 
cars and trucks are on its 
lot.

Reflecting back Harry 
noted the business would 
have never been success-
ful without good employ-
ees. Harry’s first hire, 
Tony Ladowski, worked 
for the first five years and 
went on to help his broth-

er, Eddie Ladowski in the 
excavating business. In 1956 
Louis Lasek was hired and 
worked for the Slezewski’s 
for 30 years until he retired. 
Another loyal employee was 
Ron (Baldy) Banaszynski 
who was hired as a North-
east Wisconsin Technical In-
stitute graduate in 1972. He 
was employed until the time 
Slezewski’s sold the dealer-
ship in 1996. Ironically Ron 
worked for McKeefry and 
Sons, in the same building, 
until his retirement in the 
fall of 2013.

Harry was asked re-
cently what prompted him 
to start a business of his 
own. He commented, “After 
working on a farm in my 
early years and after the 
war, I decided I would like 
to be independent and work 
for myself. I felt I got along 
well with people and could 
see farmers needing equip-
ment and service”. Like 
most businesses, survival 
depends on decent product, 
good service, great employ-
ees, and a willingness to 
change and adapt. The fact 
that S&L Motors still exists 
today, albeit different from 
its original form, is a testa-
ment to how a successful 
business is run.

Sources sited: Harry and 
Tom Slezewski, Stu Winar-
ski of Chrysler World, and 
Greg Tank of S&L Motors.

Notice overhead door on left was 10’ 10”.  Newer milk truck 
bodies were 11 Feet.  Harry would let the air out of the tires to 
drive the trucks in for service. Small door on right was Parts 
Room/Office.

Harry and Theresa 
Slezewski
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Position Leaders

President
Larry Puzen - 920.822.2609, 

cell: 920.609.2772
Email: larryjp@netnet.net

Vice President
Chris Jaworski - 920.469.4770

christopher.jaworski@wellsfargoadvisors.com

Secretary
Norine Heuser - 920.822.5775, 

cell: 920.655.3754
Email: dnheuser@netnet.net

Treasurer
Larry Szymanski

920.865.7497
lszym@hotmail.com

Curator
Marian Schroeder

920.822.5856
   

Board of Directors
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Sharon Bauer
920.822.3743

2012-2013-2014
Mike Blohowiak

920.822.5042

2012-2013-2014
Karen Szcezpanski

karenski@netnet.net

2013-2014-2015
Jim Zajac

920.822.5119

2013-2014-2015
Pam Mannigel
920.822.3997

rtkul8@netnet.net
 

2013-2014-2015
Ray Mroczynski

920.822.3600

2014-2015-2016
John Mihalko
920.822.3658

mihalkoja@netnet.net

2014-2015-2016
Tammy Brzeczkowski

920.655-4587
dynamictammy@netnet.net

2014-2015-2016
Don Mannigel
920.822.3997

rtkul8@netnet.net

Ryczkowski Log Building
On September 12th, 2014 a log building from the Ryczkowski homestead 

was moved to the Chase Stone Barn park site. This building was graciously 
donated to Chase township by current land owners, Larry and Barb Jarosinski. 
Randy Bain and his De Pere based company, Bain’s House Moving, relocated 
the building. Because the stone barn renovation came in under budget Jeffris 
Family Foundation grant money completely funded the $9,500 cost to move 
the building.

According to past owner, the late Julius Ryczkowski, the log structure was 
located at a different site on the Ryczkowski farmstead. At some point in the 
distant past it was taken apart and reassembled. Evidence of this reassembly 
can be seen by a series of logs marked with Roman numerals. Also, some of 
the logs on the inside of the building have surface burn marks. This usually 
indicates the logs were salvaged from trees ravaged by the great northeast 
Wisconsin fires of the 1870’s and 1880’s. Pulaski Area Historical Society Vice 
President and current Chase park committee member, Chris Jaworski sur-
mised, “This building dates back as one of the earliest surviving structures in 
the greater Pulaski area”.

The log building will be used as a historic outbuilding at the Chase Stone 
Barn Park and will eventually house local artifacts. Chase Park Committee 
president Norbert Reinhard stated, “This building, with all its history, will 
make a great addition to the Chase Stone Barn Park”.

Brick Fund Raising News
At present, 94 commemorative bricks have been sold at the museum. 

These bricks can be custom inscribed with a family name from past or 
present and are mounted on the front wall entrance of our museum build-
ing. Proceeds from the brick sale will be used to further update our mu-
seum building with the overall intent of better preserving local artifacts. 
Individual bricks can be purchased for $100 netting a profit to the museum 
of $72. Thus far $6,768 has been raised through brick sales!

At the September 22nd, 2014 museum board meeting, a motion was 
passed which would allow individuals or businesses to generously increase 
their brick purchase amounts over $100 and be recognized through an 
asterisk system. One asterisk would mean the purchaser gave $500 - $999 
and two asterisks would mean the purchaser gave over $1,000. These as-
terisks would be inscribed on the brick next to the donor’s name.

If you haven’t purchased a brick yet, please do so. Not only will your 
name be part of our permanent brick wall but your donation will help 
maintain our museum building for years to come!

Ryczkowski Log Building in process of being moved to the Chase 
Stone Barn Park.
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The Pulaski Area 
Museum was fortu-
nate to receive several 
donations. The list of 
memorabilia includes 
items from Woosencraft 
Motors, a personal col-
lection of many sou-
venirs that were made 
in Poland, farm tools, 
an antique suit case, 
Home Dairy milk bottle, 
picture of a local per-
son from World War II, 
Holy picture, and a tree 
branch that had been 
buried by the glacier 
thousands of years ago.

A sincere thank you 
to the following who 
so generously donated 
the items: Ray Brusky, 
Judith Cota, Tom and 
Donna Woosencraft, 
Robert Tetzlaff, Kor-
naus Family, Ron Haws, 
Marge Meetz and Jackie 
Walker.

All items will 
enhance our museum 
displays. Stop in at the 
museum for a vist to see 
them!

Museum keeps growing, thanks 
to donations and aquisitions

A very special thank you to our neighbor, Sue 
Sidwell. She took it upon herself to beautify the 
museum with some hard and tedious work pulling 
weeds, planting flowers, and landscaping around 
our museum sign and near the building. Sue donat-
ed some of her own plants, as well as receiving flow-
ers from our local hardware store, Vern’s Hardware. 
Thank you all for your help!

This past spring the 
Pulaski Area Historical 
Society received one 
of its largest collective 
donations of artifacts 
ever. The items were 
donated in the memory 
of the Albert P. Kornaus 
and Helen Cwiok fam-
ily. Artifacts received are 
almost too numerous to 
mention but highlights 
include an Emerson 
horse drawn buggy, 
several one dollar silver 
certificates, wooden 
water pipes, a wooden 
butter churn, milk ma-
chine buckets, a wed-
ding dress, and many 

hand tools. Most of the 
items were located in the 
attic of an old chicken 
coop located on the late 
Raphel Kornaus farm. 
James Hayward, a local 
historian, was instrumental 
in extracting the artifacts 
from the extremely dust 
filled site.

Because of space 
restrictions the Emerson 
horse drawn buggy is 
currently being displayed 
at the Chase Stone Barn 
park site. A future Kornaus 
display, showcasing these 
donations, is being consid-
ered at the museum.

 Kornaus Family Donations

Emerson Buggy donated by Kornaus Family. The 
following individuals helped extract the buggy from a 
chicken coop attic. Left to right: Chris Jaworski, John 
Lepak, John Mihalko, Larry Puzen, James Hayward. 
Photo taken by: Kristen Anderson Vorphal

 Feature Speaker at Annual Banquet
The feature speaker at this year’s Pulaski Area His-

torical Society’s annual dinner will be Jeff Gracyalny. 
Jeff is president and CEO of JW Industries and is also 
the son of John and Lois Gracyalny. He will be speaking 
about his company’s history - past, present, and  potential 
future. Please join us at this year’s annual dinner to learn 
more about the JW Industries story!



Did you know that we have a Facebook Group?
 Check out our group at

https://www.facebook.com/groups/pulaskihistory/

 Postcard at 
Museum from
Advance, WI

Please look at this postcard archived at 
our museum picturing Advance, Wiscon-
sin. Notice in the left hand corner, is that 
a water tower? If you know anything 
about this photo send an email to pulas-
kimuseum@netnet.net.

Do you have anything you’d like to 
share with us? Send it our way, we 
would love to see your history. Email us: 
pulaskimuseum@netnet.net.

PAHS Get’s Live at Five during Polka Days

The Pulaski Area Historical Museum had an opportunity to talk about the museum and about our brick fundraiser 
the week of Pulaski Polka Days. Special thanks to Chris Jaworski, Larry Puzen, Mike Blohowiak, Rock Mannigel, 
John Mihalko, Tammy Brzeczkowski and all who stopped by to help. Special thanks to WFRV TV, Channel Five!



1816-A Year Winter 
Never Ended

By Chris Jaworski

With this past winter of 
record setting lows, 49 days 
below zero in Green Bay, 
many of us cannot imagine 
a more severe and colder 
season. However, in cold 
weather history, nothing 
compares to the year of 
1816. Often referred to as 
“The year without a sum-
mer” it was a weather sea-
son for the record books.

Nothing much has been 
documented locally about 
this cold weather oddity. 
Present day Wisconsin was 
then part of the Indiana 
territory. Fort Howard was 
constructed in 1816 but 
the surrounding area was 
sparsely populated. Much 
of the information reported 
about the weather that year 
came from New England 
and Europe.

From all accounts the 
winter of 1816 started out 
below normal in tem-
perature and it was noted a 
persistent “dry fog” hung 
in the air. It was so constant 
that people could observe 
sunspots with the naked 
eye. No amount of snow, 
rain or wind could seem to 
disperse this fog.

In May of 1816 New 
York state residents re-
ported temperatures went 
below freezing almost 
every day. Shaker farmers 
in the area noted the ground 
froze solid on June 9th. 
During this same time 12 
inches of snow fell in the 
city of Quebec. The Shak-
er’s replanted their crops 
but by July 9th everything 
stopped growing because 
of the cold. As the sum-
mer progressed farmers in 
Massachusetts observed 
that corn never ripened and 
froze in the milk stage. It 

was eventually deemed 
“not worthy of harvest”. In 
August, lake and river ice 
was sighted as far south as 
Pennsylvania.

Food prices shot up 
and wide spread famine 
occurred not only in North 
America but Europe and 
Asia as well. Some farmers 
in southern New England 
were able to bring crops 
to market but yields were 
below average and prices 
soared dramatically. A 
bushel of oats, for example, 
rose from 12 cents per 
bushel in 1815 (equal to 
$1.55 today) to 92 cents per 
bushel in 1816 (equal to 
$12.78 today). In order to 
get by some people suc-
cumbed to eating raccoons, 
pigeons, and mackerel. The 
United States experienced a 
surge in settlement out west 
as farmers in New England 
thought their prospects 
might be better elsewhere.

Years later people not 
only referred to 1816 as 
“The year without a sum-
mer” but also as “Eighteen 
hundred and starved to 
death”. It has been widely 
noted that growth rings in 
trees were barely notice-
able or missing altogether. 
People of the day never 
really received an explana-
tion for the severity of the 
cold and many thought it 
was simply divine interven-
tion for past misdeeds. On 
a positive note this gloomy 
weather provided the 
perfect mindset for author, 
Mary Shelley. In 1816 she 
started writing what would 
later become the famous 
gothic novel Frankenstein.

Present day me-
teorological study, from 
reported evidence of that 

year, points to a volcanic 
eruption in the Dutch East 
Indies (now Indonesia) 
as the cause. On April 
5th – 15th, 1815 Mount 
Tambora, on the island 
of Sumbawa, erupted and 
is considered the larg-
est volcanic eruption for 
the past 1,900 years. This 
super-colossal event ejected 
immense amounts of 
volcanic ash into the upper 
atmosphere which helped 
alter the world’s climate. 

It’s comforting to know 
modern day science can ex-
plain such bizarre weather 
phenomenon. Back in 1816 
nobody knew.

Sources:
About.com 19th Cen-

tury History
Wisconsin State His-

torical Society
Lee Foster, Meteo-

rologist – 1816 The Year 
Without a Summer

Interview with Joseph 
Moran professor emeritus 
UWGB 03/19/14

Heartfelt Sympathy
The Pulaski Area Historical Society extends its sym-
pathy to the families of

Bob Buckman  April 2014
Emil Szczepanski   Sept 2014

The PAHS Board 
would like to say thank 
you to all of the volun-
teers who helped clean 
the museum.

On Wednesday, April 
30, 2014, “spring clean-
ing” was accomplished 
by many volunteers. 
These helpers included: 
Roger Brzeczkowski, Pat 
Kind, Joan Laubenstein, 
John Mihalko, Ray and 
Donna Mae Mroczynski, 

Shirley Prosek, Larry 
Puzen, Claudia Rycz-
kowski, Marian Schroeder 
and Linda Wielgus.

The museum was 
open on Tuesdays from 
4-7 during the Pulaski 
Farmer’s Market. Our 
high school students were 
working and volunteers 
were there to greet and 
talk with our visitors. 
Rock

Thank you to our 
museum volunteers



Become a PAHS Member today!
Name ___________________________
Address _________________________
________________________________
City, State & Zip __________________

Renewal or New (Please circle one)
Individual $10 ____________________
Family $20 ______________________
Business $25 _____________________
Sustaining $100+ _________________

Total AMOUNT ENCLOSED: _______
Please make checks payable to Pulaski 
Area Historical Society: Mail to PAHS, 
129 West Pulaski Street, P.O. Box 944, 
Pulaski, WI 54162

View the Jaworski Family 
Display at the Museum

Each year the Pulaski Area Historical Society features 
a local family that was instrumental in the history of the 
greater Pulaski area. This year’s feature family is the Ja-
worski’s. Please come and see the display that is set up at 
our museum honoring Joseph and Hedwig Jaworski and 
their eleven children.  Artifacts highlighting the family’s 
involvement in farming, gravel production, and silo build-
ing are available for viewing. Also, two books, document-
ing family history are on site titled “They Built Silos” by 
Eugene Jaworski and “Jaworski” by Alvina Sievert. The 
exhibit will be on display at the museum until July, 2015. 

Dressed for the part, Chris Jaworski, along with the help of sev-
eral members and volunteers, stands waiting for the 2014 Pulaski 
Polka Days Parade to begin. Thank you to all who helped prepare 
the float, and walk in the parade.

Join us for our Annual

Pulaski Area 
Historical Society
Dinner & Meeting

AMERICAN LEGION HALL
Wednesday October 22nd

Museum Open: 5:00pm  6:30pm

Social 6:30 Dinner 7:00

Featured Business ~ JW Industries 
John Gracyalny (or a representative of his business) 

will be our speaker that evening. You know that will be interesting!

ENJOY A GREAT MEAL and GREAT FRIENDS!
NO NEED TO BE A MEMBER TO ATTEND.

JOIN US FOR A FANTASTIC EVENING.

Tickets are only $15.00 per person

Available at Citizens Bank, North Shore Bank,
Premier Bank or you can call 920.822.5775

and reserve tickets.

Take 
a ride 

back in 
time.

Learn 
about 
our 

history.

ATTENTION:
Please note that the 
museum will be open 
on December 5th from 
5:30-7:30pm to go 
along with the Pulaski 
Chamber of Com-
merce’ Frosty Holiday 
Party.

Election of Board Members
Three board positions are up for election at this year’s annual 
dinner. Only current Pulaski Area Historical Society members 
are allowed to vote during the board of director’s election. 
Elected candidates will serve on Pulaski Area Historical Soci-
ety’s board for the 2015, 2016, and 2017 fiscal years. Can-
didates listed on the ballot will be as follows: Sharon Bauer, 
Mike Blohowiak, and Katie Walters. Write in candidates 
are allowed. Please attend the annual dinner on Wednesday, 
October 22nd if interested in running.  
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Advertisement found in the Pulaski 
News, Guess what year it was put in the 
paper. 1963, 1965, 1968?

Answer: 1965

ANNUAL PAHS
DINNER MEETING 

on October 22nd 
American Legion Hall  

Guest Speaker: Jeff from JW Industries
Museum Tours: 5:30 p.m.

6:30 Social
7:00 Dinner

Program to follow

Want to arrange a visit at the Museum?
 Just call us, We’d love to have you as our guest.

Marian Schroeder: 920-822-5856
Larry Puzen: 920-822-2609

Pam or Rock Mannigel: 920-822-3997


