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Left to right: Carl, Melvin and Larry Treankler.

MCL & Bay Tek Games Worldwide companies with
deep roots in Pulaski Area.
by Chris Jaworski

Businesses are born
through knowledge, skill,
foresight, determination,
and hard work. The beginnings of MCL and Bay Tek
Games, both headquartered
in Pulaski, derive their
origins from all of these
attributes and perhaps a bit
of circumstance.
MCL and Bay Tek
Games cofounder, Melvin Treankler grew up
in Kingsford, Michigan.
After serving four years
in the Air Force and three
years at Michigan College
of Mining and Technology, he took a job at Paper
Converting in Green Bay,
Wisconsin. Later Melvin
became the head electrical engineer at FMC also

located in Green Bay. While
at FMC he met Bob Wech,
Giles Blaser, and Bob Ward.
In 1975 these four gentlemen decided to strike out
on their own and form a
company named Northeast
Wisconsin Electronics. This
new company specialized in
supplying electrical circuit
board design and manufacture to multiple industries in
the Green Bay area.
In 1977 Northeast Wisconsin Electroics changed
its name and became BayTek, Inc. That same year the
company was approached
by a gentleman named Lynn
Lucia. Lynn recently retired
from the Brown County
Mental Health Center after
being employed there for 30

years and was now working the midway at fairs and
carnivals. Lynn explained
to Bay-Tek a dilemma he
had. Since carnival games
were manually controlled,
players often accused him
of being a cheat. What he
really needed was a game
that could be run electronically. An electronic system,
in essence, would become
somewhat of a third party
thus clearing the carnival
worker of any suspicion.
Bay-Tek thought they
could help and their team
of partners went to work
designing and equipping
a game which could be
operated by an electrical
control system.
After much labor, a
carnival game named Roll-

down was created which
Lynn took with him to the
Texas state fair. The game
was such a success that it
fully paid for itself over the
course of the ten day fair.
Any operation thereafter
would be pure profit. Lynn
was so impressed by this
game he told some contacts in Las Vegas about it.
In the late 1970’s Circus
Circus became Bay-Tek’s
first corporate non-carnival
customer. Lynn Lucia, who
originally came up with the
electronic Rolldown game
idea, became Bay-Tek’s
first salesman.
The original Northeast Wisconsin Electronics business was still a
significant presence in
itself. In 1979 a new
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Calendar of Events
April 29........................Board Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
April 30.......................Spring Cleaning - 9 to noon
June 23......................... Board Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
July 19 & 20................Polka Days 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
August 25..................... Board Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
September 22................ Board Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
October 22..............Annual Meeting & Dinner-TBA
November 17................ Board Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
All board meetings held at the PACE Community
Room at Glenbrook School.
Visit our website for more information

www.pulaskiwihistory.com
Like us on facebook too!
Become a member today!

Treankler continued from page 1
company was incorporated
and named MCL. By this
time both of Melvin’s sons
were heavily involved in
the two businesses. MCL
stands for Melvin, Carl, and
Larry Treankler. It is also
important to note that the
Treankler family’s longtime
friend, Terry Hanstedt is
an integral part of MCL’s
operation. MCL continues
manufacturing and selling
electrical and mechanical
control systems to various
industrial corporate customers while Bay-Tek focuses
on redemption game sales.
By 1982, after years of
experience and dedication,
Carl and Larry Treankler
bought out the remaining
owners making Bay-Tek
and MCL a family team.
Previous owners Giles Blaser and Bob Wech founded
a packaging and film converting machinery company
named Amplas. Amplas
would go on to become one
of MCL’s biggest customers
in the 1980’s – 1990’s .
Both Bay-Tek and MCL
originally operated out of
the basement of the Treankler family home in Hobart.
Later the companies rented
space. In 1984 these sister
companies moved to a new
building in Hobart which
they shared. Also, during
1984, Bay-Tek started utilizing microprocessors. This
technology allowed games
to automatically dispense
tickets thereby eliminating manual operation. This
huge breakthrough meant
that new games could be
sold as stand alone units
and be utilized by arcades
and shopping centers.
From this point on Bay-Tek
became one of the leaders
in the redemption amusement industry. Early games
included Jungle Picnic,
Alley Bowler, Bug Bash,
Star Shooter, and Shoot

N’Hoops.
As Bay-Tek’s business grew more space
was needed. Bay-Tek
moved from the Hobart
site to its current Pulaski
industrial park location
in 1993. MCL stayed in
Hobart until it outgrew
that facility as well. MCL
moved its operations to
Pulaski in 1999.
Over time both companies created separate
divisions and then later
reincorporated them back
into their original businesses. In an effort to
improve game cabinet
quality Wood Chuck
Woods was started in
1997 by employee Randy
Lasee, plus Larry and
Carl Treankler. After becoming their biggest vendor Bay-Tek purchased
Wood Chuck Woods in
2006. In 2008 Logistic
Assembly Solutions was
founded. Logistic Assembly Solutions, also known
as LAS became a supplier
of mechanical systems to
Oshkosh Corp. In 2013
LAS was folded back into
MCL.
Both companies have
a vast array of customers.
Bay-Tek, which changed
its name to Bay Tek
Games in 2005 sells its
products primarily to distributors. Some games are
sold directly to end users
but this practice occurs
primarily through international sales. Currently
Bay Tek Games sales
breakdown is 2/3 domestic and 1/3 international.
MCL is considered a
manufacturer of electrical control systems and
mechanical assemblies. It
primarily supplies national and global industrial and heavy equipment
manufacturers in the
military, marine, emer-

gency, construction, agriculture, and mining industries.
Current customers include:
Cummins, Altec, Miller,
Oshkosh Corp., McNeilus,
Marinette Marine, Pierce,
Roadtec, plus many others.
In 2003 MCL and Bay
Tek Games implemented a
concept called lean manufacturing with great success. This practice reduced
inventories decreased lead
times, improved quality,
and created a much happier
work force. Bay Tek Games,
for instance, doubled sales
over a five year period and
did not need to add any
additional floor space by
using lean manufacturing
techniques. Both companies
also try to promote the local
business community by purchasing their supplies and
services, as much as possible, within a 50 mile radius
of Pulaski.
Bay Tek Games has
received numerous awards
over the years. All are important and deeply appreciated. The Play Meter award
which was presented in 2010
for Big Bass Wheel and
again in 2011 for Big Bass
Wheel Pro is considered
highly important recognition
from the redemption amusement industry. The two Big
Bass Wheel games have
been Bay Tek Game’s leading sellers generating over
$50 million in sales. Other
important awards that Bay
Tek Games has received include: Wisconsin Manufacturer of Distinction Award
in 2001, Family Business
of the Year award in 2005,
Business Achievement
Award from the Pulaski Area
Chamber of Commerce in
2008, and the Manufacturer
of the Year Award in 2010.
MCL was honored to receive the US Small Business
Administration 2010 Jeffrey Butland Family Owned
Small Business Award. Carl
Treankler, Larry Treankler,
Melvin Treankler, Terry
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Message from
the President
Dear Friends of the Museum and Members of the
PAHS,
Spring is in the air, isn’t it?
We are excited for the new
year, and a lot of excitement is happening at our
museum.
We continue our cataloging,
thanks to our high school
students and volunteers.
The process will be ongoing
at our museum.
The Stone Barn renovation, that we supported, has
been completed. We invite
all of you to check out this
historic barn at some point
this year.
We’ve had a lot of activity
at the museum, and visits
from many. This year, over
100 students came to visit
the museum on Casimir
Pulaski Day, and learned
a little bit more about the
man this village is named in
honor of.
I invite all of you to take a
stroll to our museum this
year, bring your friends,
bring your organizations
and check out this great
attraction that Pulaski has
to offer.
Our Brick Fundraiser has
been a success. To date we
have over 75 bricks sold!
If you haven’t purchased a
brick don’t delay, we have
one waiting for you.
One last request, we are
always looking for volunteers to help at the museum.
If you are interested, please
contact any board member.
We would love to have you
help!
Sincerely,

Larry Puzen
PAHS President

Chase Stone Barn
Restoration Completed

2014 PAHS
Position Leaders
President
Larry Puzen - 920.822.2609,
cell: 920.609.2772
Email: larryjp@netnet.net
Vice President
Chris Jaworski - 920.469.4770

christopher.jaworski@wellsfargoadvisors.com

Secretary
Norine Heuser - 920.822.5775,
cell: 920.655.3754
Email: dnheuser@netnet.net

New paint on barn trim matches original 1903 colors.
The Town of Chase Park Committee is pleased to announce that general contractor IEI of DePere has completed the Chase Stone Barn restoration. Some of
the many individual tasks accomplished include:
•
•
•
•

Repointing of the stone walls with matching mortar both inside and outside
the barn.
Restoration and repair of all wooden doors, windows, and installation of
new concrete floors throughout the entire structure.
Adding permanent wire mesh under the roof eaves which prevents birds
from entering the building.
A new metal roof along with replication of the original cupola and weather
vane.

Many other minute restorations too numerous to mention have also been made
to the barn. Other amenities include installation of an underground electric utility line and a visitor parking lot.
Summary of Past Fund Raising
Money collected from donations................................................. $288,508.90
Jeffris Family Foundation Grant ................................................. $143,334.00
State of Wisconsin Grant............................................................. $100,000.00
Total Money Raised.................................................................... $531,842.90
After completion of the barn restoration, the town has $52,811.07 left in its
park fund. There were several factors which kept the project under budget. For
example, area contractors donated a great amount of in-kind work. Also, local
materials were used whenever possible including driveway gravel, field stone,
and wood harvested from trees in the township.
The park site is not yet open for public use because it lacks restroom facilities
and running water. Efforts are currently underway to address these issues. During this upcoming year the Town of Chase Park Committee plans on using their
surplus funds for the following projects:
•

Installing a park front entrance using salvaged wrought iron gates from the
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Treasurer
Larry Szymanski
920.865.7497
lszym@hotmail.com
Curator
Marian Schroeder
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Board of Directors
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Treankler continued from page 2
Hanstedt, and Gary Lofquist
received this National Small
Business Champion award
during the National Small
Business week celebration
in Washington DC. On May
25th, 2010 the group was
recognized for their hard
work, innovative ideas, and
dedication to their communities as well as for their
role in driving the nation’s
economic growth. They received their award from the
Commerce Secretary, visited the rose garden at the
White House, and listened
to President Barack Obama
address the crowd gathered
there that day.
MCL and Bay Tek
Games not only reward
their employees but their
community as well. Both
companies share 10% of
profits with all employees. An additional 10% of
profits are given to charities
with a bias towards kids,
cancer, and community.
Any charitable recipients
considered are desired to
have a focus towards Christian values as well.
As of present Bay Tek
Games employs 118 people
and occupies three buildings in the Pulaski Industrial Park covering 56,000
square feet. MCL has one
50,000 square foot building in the Pulaski Industrial
Park and leases a second
17,000 square foot building
in Oshkosh. Currently MCL
employs 131 people. Both
companies are headquartered in Pulaski.
In addition the Treanklers own LMG which is
a plastic compression and
transfer molding company.
This business was purchased in 2007 from the
Lawton family. It has 22

employees and a 17,000
square foot building.
Headquarters and manufacturing facilities are located
in De Pere. Currently lean
manufacturing practices are
being introduced at LMG.
Another business
owned by the Treankler
family is named NPD
Group. This company is a
bit different than the rest
because it has no employees or buildings. NPD
Group’s sole purpose is to
review and possibly finance
ideas that really don’t “fit”
into other existing Treankler owned businesses. If
an idea has merit or potential NPD Group may help
this idea get off the ground
by creating a working business model and providing
financial assistance.
In September of 2013
Larry and his wife Kathy
purchased majority ownership in the Green Bay
Blizzard Indoor Football
League franchise. After
attending a few games,
through company events,
the Treanklers felt the game
day experience was tilted
towards family. This was
significant in their purchase
decision and they plan on
implementing some of their
existing business knowledge into this new venture.
The Treankler family
has come a long way over
the past 39 years. Melvin
Treankler, the original
founder, officially retired
in 2005. He still resides
in Hobart along with his
wife Mary Ann and spends
his winters in Texas.
Lynn Lucia who brought
the game idea to Melvin
Treankler and became Bay
Tek Games first customer
and also its first salesman

is still alive today at age
95. Lynn resides in Texas
near Melvin and Mary
Ann Treankler’s second
home.
Larry Treankler’s
wife Kathy is very involved in the businesses
and currently founded her
own enterprise named
Creations Galore. This
company is based in
Green Bay and focuses
on serving individuals
interested in scrapbooking and creating their own
invitations.

Brothers Carl and
Larry Treankler are in
their mid 50’s and along
with partner Terry Hanstedt plan on leading their
various business ventures
into the future. The past
history of these very successful family owned companies is quite fascinating.
Undoubtedly, the best is
yet to come.
Sources: Melvin and
Larry Treankler, Gordon
Black, and Jenna Woepse.

PAHS awards scholarships
The Pulaski Area Historical Society will soon
award student scholarships. The dollar amounts
will be determined by the
scholarship committee,
and announced closer to
graduation time.
Daniel C. Jourdan,
Alexandra Nassios, and
Nicole Bablitch are three
candidates who have submitted their applications to
the Pulaski Area Historical
Society. These students,
plus others, have logged
hundreds of hours assisting the museum with an
on-going cataloging project and have volunteered
their time and talents to
the museum throughout
the entire year.
The following are
excerpts from the above
mentioned high school
students who have submitted their applications to
the museum.
“Volunteering at the
Pulaski Area Historical Society Museum has

www.pulaskiwihistory.com

greatly benefitted me and
my future experiences.
Not only have I learned
about history, but I have
also learned a lot about
people” said Jourdan.
Daniel Jourdan will be
attending the University of
Minnesota-Twin Cities.
“Overall, this experience will stay with me as I
continue to move forward
into college and into the
world by reminding me of
the importance of volunteer work, especially work
related to the preservation
of history” said Nassios,
who would like to become
an archaeologist.
“I will be able to share
my experience with others
to hopefully show them
how amazing history can
be” said Bablitch.
Congratulations to
each of you and good luck
in your future endeavors.
You are always welcome
at the PAHS museum.

Fourth Graders Celebrate
Count Casimir Pulaski Day

Brick Fundraiser Update
Why not leave a legacy and purchase a brick today.
To date the the PAHS Museum has sold 75 Bricks.
These bricks can be engraved with your business or
family name. The brick fundraiser is going strong.
For more information about the fundraiser or to order your brick, contact Mike Blohowiak at 822-5042,
or any PAHS member. Cost of one brick is $100.

Barn/continued pg 3
Area grade schoolers fasinated by a antique typewriter.
On Monday, March 3, 117 fourth and fifth graders from
Glenbrook and Assumption BVM ventured out, for an hour
to visit our museum. They were there to learn about the man
our village was named after. Following a brief overview and
history lesson on Count Casimir Pulaski, they explored all the
local treasures on display at our museum. A good time was
had by all.
Thanks to the teachers and museum volunteers that took
part in the event. A special thank you to Rock Mannigel for
the great presentation he gave. We are hopeful that “Casimir
Pulaski Day” will become an annual event at our museum, in
our schools, businesses and our entire community.In honor of
the count’s 267th birthday, we did not sing “Happy Birthday”!
To learn more about Wisconsin’s Civil War history, go
to: http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/civilwar/
Currently, we are looking for volunteers to help with next
year’s event, serving on a Casimir Pulaski Day Committee. If
you are interested in helping with this event, please contact
Tammy at 920-822-4450, or email her at: dynamictammy@
netnet.net.

•
•

•
•

old St. Joseph’s church cemetery
Drilling a new well
Moving a donated log building from the Julius
Ryczkowski homestead, which is located on the
corner of South Chase Road and Highway 32, to
the park site
Installing bathrooms
Erection of playground equipment with time and
materials donated through Eagle Scout projects

The Town of Chase Park Committee is also considering establishing an endowment with a portion of
the remaining money. This plan is in an exploratory
phase. Should it come to fruition it would help pay
for future maintenance costs associated with the barn.
The town is targeting on having the park site officially
open by summer’s end. At that time a grand opening
will be planned.
Please visit the Town of Chase web site wwwtownofchase.org to keep posted on future details. Interested
parties can also learn more and visit the barn during
the Town of Chase annual picnic which will be held
Saturday, June 21st@ 3:00 P.M.

Spring Cleaning Day
at the Museum

Wed., April 30th
9:00 a.m. to Noon
Please join us!

A recent visit by a local Boy Scout Troop had the boys
checking out the old baseball uniforms and equipment.

Did you know that we have a Facebook Group?
Check out our group at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pulaskihistory/

Renovation of Hofa Park Dance Hall - Fund Raising
Underway
Big changes are being
planned for the Hofa Park
dance hall which is part of
St. Stanislaus parish. Over
the past two years, parishioners made repairs to the
pavilion part of the dance
hall and installed new
windows and siding. Now
there are plans to demolish and replace the lean-to
front entrance on the south
side of the building and the
restrooms as well. A new
structure, slightly exceeding the footprint of the current front entrance, will be
built and match the existing
pavilion in height. This
design will help eliminate
leaky roof issues that are a
problem with the present
lean-to front entrance.
According to Cy Smith,
who is on the St. Stanislaus
Recreation Committee,
demolition of the front entrance and bathrooms will
not take place until later
this fall. “There are some
weddings and family gatherings planned this summer
and we do not want to interfere with that”. Upon approval and after demolition,
a replacement structure
will be constructed housing
a new bar and restrooms.
The original gothic threehinge wooden pavilion will
be left in place. This new
addition is being carefully

planned to meet all plumbing and electrical codes.
A fund drive was held
this past year that included
matching dollars from an
anonymous donor. The
donor stated if $10,000
could be raised by December 31st, 2013 he/she
would match that amount.
This goal was met and
the match was awarded.
Including past donations,
St. Stanislaus’ recreation
fund balance now equals
approximately $31,600.
At this point architectural plans are being drawn
up for the entire Hofa
Park recreation complex.
Replacing the existing
kitchen/cafeteria building is
being considered too. Once
plans are drafted the St.
Stanislaus Recreation Committee will select a general
contractor. The extent of
costs needed to upgrade the
existing dance hall and replace the kitchen/cafeteria
building will be determined
when plans are finalized
and a general contractor is
hired. For now, structural
improvements are only being targeted for the dance
hall. The kitchen/cafeteria
rebuild will take place at a
later date.
A fund raising drive is
being planned for Mother’s
Day on May 11th. Mass

The Hofa Park Renovation Committee. From left to
right: Greg & Jayne Lasecki, Amy Swiecichowski,
Abigail Haven, Jamie Smith, Cy & Arlene Smith,
Greg Nackers, Not pictured, Linda Hylok.
will be held at 9:30 A.M.
and a chicken dinner buffet is being served from
11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Music will follow with
Chad Przybylski and the
Maroszek Brothers. Tickets
are $12.00 for the dinner
and/or $8.00 to attend the
dance.
Proceeds from this
event will go towards dance
hall renovation costs. Of
course the annual Father’s
Day picnic will be held as
well. Food, music, games,
and a tractor parade are
many of the events being
held at this annual picnic.
The parish is also considering a new fund raising
event by holding a cemetery walk in September.

The history of the Hofa
Park pavilion building goes
back to 1935 when it was
built for a grand total of
$640. Frank Stepnowski
designed the pavilion and
George Eisenreich Construction Company, out
of Seymour, erected the
structure. It’s one of the
last wooden dance halls
left in the greater Pulaski
area. If anyone is interested
in helping preserve this
important piece of history,
please make checks payable to: St. Stanislaus Recreation Fund and mail to:
Cyril Smith N1732 Maple
Road Pulaski, WI 54162.
Donations are tax deductible and much appreciated.

Heartfelt Sympathy

The Pulaski Area Historical Society extends its sympathy to the families of

Photo of the south side of Hofa Park Dance Hall.
The lean-to front entrance portion of the building
will soon be replaced.

December 2013
Ray Liss
Bernice Smurawa
Gregory VanAsten
January of 2014
Harold Dryja
April 2014
Walter Kroll

Recent Museum
Acquisitions
An assortment of acquisitions that have been
donated to the Pulaski
Area Museum recently
include: a Pulaski High
School band uniform,
Northeast Telephone
water pitcher, an assortment of Alvin Styczynski
records, Dr. J.P. Prokopovitz eye glass case, photo
album of graduations, reunions and memorabilia
of the graduation class of
1945, several scrapbooks,
stereoscope and pictures,
and the following books:
Shawano County Century
Farms 2000, The Farm
Kids - The Holewinski
Family, There Goes the
Neighborhood, Personal

Accounts of Civil War
Stories, and Pulaski Franciscans - a History of the
ABVM province.
A sincere thank you to
the following individuals
who generously donated
the above items: Barbara
Ferfecki, Debbie Linnane, Dennis Holewinski,
Edna Palubicki, Orienne
Buckley, Sue Winter,
Rose Marie JoswickPalmer, Doris Malcheski,
Mike Blohowiak and Pam
Janssen.
Stop in and visit the
museum to view all of the
“new” and “old” items.

Become a PAHS Member today!
Name____________________________
Address__________________________
________________________________
City, State & Zip___________________
Renewal or New (Please circle one)
Individual $10_____________________
Family $20_ ______________________
Business $25______________________
Sustaining $100+_ _________________
Total AMOUNT ENCLOSED:________
Please make checks payable to Pulaski
Area Historical Society: Mail to PAHS,
129 West Pulaski Street, P.O. Box 944,
Pulaski, WI 54162

What’s been happening
at the museum these days?
The museum has been open every Thursday from 3 p.m. until
5 p.m. since September. These hours will continue through
May. Although we have only had occasional visitors during these hours, our high school students have been there
cataloging in all our artifacts onto the computer program,
Past Perfect.
The museum was also open the evening of December 6th to
coincide with Frosty’s Holiday Party sponsored by the Pulaski Chamber of Commerce. It was a very cold evening and
some of the outdoor activities were cancelled. However, a
few brave families came to visit and enjoyed their time looking at and talking about many of our exhibits. Two of our
high school students were there along with Pam and Rock
Mannigel. A Christmas display was set up for all to enjoy
over the holidays.
Currently our male mannequin is displayed in full military
uniform. Our female mannequin is displayed in a wedding
dress worn by Norine Szymanski’s Aunt Margie Szymanskiand donated by Irene Szymanski. The groom, Sylvester
Szymanski’s military jacket is hanging by the bride along
with their original wedding invitation and photos.

Jaworski Family
Display at the Museum
The Jaworski Family Display will have heirlooms and information available for the summer. Stop in and check out the Family Display!

Summary of Annual Dinner Meeting
Meeting was called to order by President Puzen on October 23, 2013. Tammy Brzeczkowski, John Mihalko,
and Don Mannigel were reelected to three year board
positions. The annual Historic Preservation Award
was presented to the Chase Stone Barn. Jay Neuenschwander and John Ullmer were this year’s featured
speakers and they recounted an informative history of
Super Ron’s grocery store. Door prizes were donated
by Dynamic Designs, North Shore Bank, Premier
Bank, First Merit Bank, Nsight, Pulaski News, Radio
Shack, and Go Coastal Tanning. A special thank you
goes out to the Ullmer family for making such a spectacular presentation!

Pulaski Area Historical Society
129 West Pulaski Street
P.O. Box 944
Pulaski, WI 54162
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PAHS Museum Summer Hours
To be announced
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Save the Date!
ANNUAL PAHS
DINNER MEETING
on October 22nd
American Legion Ha
ll
Guest Speaker
To be announced
6:30 Social
7:00 Dinner
Program to follo
(Tours at museum eaw
rlier)

ha

Visit the museum
during Pulaski
Polka Days!
July 19 & 20
Open 10 to 4

Want to arrange a Visit?
Just Call Us.
Marian Schroeder:
920-822-5856
Larry Puzen: 920-822-2609
Pam or Rock Mannigel:
920-822-3997

Check the
er
website for summ
hours for the
PAHS Musetourym.c!om
www.pulaskiwihis

story go to:
For Wisconsin hi story.org
www.wisconsinhi

