Spring Newsletter 2015 ~ Heirloom Plant Sale April 25 & May 2nd
Shawano, and Door contain most of Wisconsin’s
remaining stovewood
structures.2
The stovewood building name is derived from
its construction style.
Instead of stacking logs
horizontally, typical of
a log cabin, stovewood
buildings were assembled
by mortaring 12 – 24 inch
logs together crosswise.
The building process was
very similar to the way
firewood is stacked in a
row. In addition end logs
were coined to give the
building corners strength.
It appears this building style offered several
advantages. First, it took
less labor. One person
could construct a stovewood building versus two

Stovewood chicken coop on Walter and Rosie Stachura farm.
Chase Township, Oconto County.

Stovewood Buildings
Architectural Gems of the
Pulaski Countryside
by Chris Jaworski

To take a step back in
local history all a person
needs to do is visit an old
farmstead in the countryside. Many such places
can yet be found around
Pulaski’s backroads. Upon
closer observation, old
dairy barns, hog barns,
chicken coops, machine
sheds, granaries, and farm
houses offer many different insights that can teach
us what life was like back
in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries.
One unusual early
building style found

2 Early Door County Buildings. Page 18. Quinlan.

3 The Architecture of Wisconsin. Page 28. Perrin.
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Calendar of Events

in the local area is often
referred to as stovewood
or cordwood construction.
However, in Pulaski it was
also known as cedar block
construction, referring to
the species of wood used
as the primary building
component.1Worldwide,
these types of buildings are
extremely rare. A few isolated examples can be found
in eastern Canada and some
northcentral states but most
known examples are found
in Wisconsin. At present, the
counties of Oneida, Oconto,
1 Interview with Gerald Smurawa.

to four men needed to put
together a log cabin. A
single builder could easily
handle shorter stovewood
logs and even use the help
of children.3
The second advantage would be the seemingly unlimited source of
building material available during the pioneering
era. When clearing the
vast forests many settlers
burned large piles of tree
limbs and smaller logs
simply to get rid of them.
With a stovewood building
the builder could utilize
shorter pieces of timber as
construction material.
A third advantage
was a stovewood building’s seemingly amazing

April 16, 9 to noon.......................Museum Cleaning
April 20............................................. Board Meeting
April 25.................................... Heirloom Plant Sale
May 2....................................... Heirloom Plant Sale
June 22.............................................. Board Meeting
July 18 & 19..................................Polka Days Open
August 24.......................................... Board Meeting
September 28..................................... Board Meeting
October 21......................Annual Meeting & Dinner
Visit our website for more information
1

www.pulaskiwihistory.org
Like us on facebook too!

Stove Wood continued from page 1

attribute of being cool in
the summer and warm in
the winter. Taking into account Wisconsin’s extreme
seasonal changes, such
structures proved to be an
excellent place to raise farm
animals.
The origins of stovewood architecture is
somewhat of a mystery.
Some historians think the
building style originated in
Canada’s eastern provinces.
Others believe there is an
old world connection since
many of the builders were
Polish and German.4 What
is known for certain is
that early pioneers were of
limited means and used all
materials available for their
betterment.
An exemplary example
of a stovewood farmstead
can be observed on the
Gerald and Joan Smurawa
farm located on Highway
55 between the hamlets of
Hofa Park and Roselawn
in Maple Grove Township,
Shawano County. This was
the original Bluma homestead and three stovewood

buildings were constructed
here sometime in the late
nineteenth century. According to a Bluma family
member the family’s ancestry was Polish and German.5
On this site a hog barn built
fully of stovewood can be
seen on the west side of the
property. It measures 36 feet
wide and 50 feet long with
walls 2 feet thick made of
cedar logs. Also, the dairy
barn and granary foundations are made of cedar
blocks too.
Other fine stovewood
buildings can be found in
Chase Township, Oconto
County. A 17 1/2 foot wide
by 28 foot long chicken
coop is located on the
Jaworski farmstead on
Radtke Lane. Walls are 2
feet thick and made with
cedar logs. The builder,
Joseph Jaworski immigrated
to the U.S. from Poznan,
German Poland in the late
1890’s. Another chicken
coop can easily be viewed
from Jaworski Road on a
farm owned by Walter and
Rosie Stachura. It measures

4 The Architecture of Wisconsin. Page28. Perrin.

5 Interview with Norb Bluma

Stovewood hog barn on Gerald and Joan Smurawa farm in
Maple Grove Township, Shawano County.

Close up view of stovewood building style. Backside of Stachura
chicken coop

12 feet wide by 25 feet long.
It is made of cedar blocks too
but the walls are only one
foot thick. This building was
already on the property when
the Stachura family purchased the farm in 1921.6 The
builder is unknown.
Two dairy barns with
stovewood foundations can
be viewed from Brown County Line Road and Schwartz /
Brookside Roads. One barn
owned by Carol Wielgus is
in Chase Township, Oconto
County. Prior owners were
Joe and Wanda Pawlak. The
other is owned by Helen Blinstrub in Pittsfield Township,
Brown County. The barn on
the Pittsfield side is missing
part of its roof and probably
won’t stand much longer.
This farmstead was owned by
the Joe and Helen Machinski
family for many years. 7An
original photo of this barn,
under construction, can be
found at the Pulaski museum.
Sadly Pulaski’s other
stovewood structures have
been lost to the ravages of
time. Others possibly exist but may not be viewable
from roads or are concealed

by siding. It is very important
to try and document as many
of these unique structures in
our locale. Please contact the
Pulaski Area Historical Society with any information on
stovewood buildings not listed
in this article.
Wisconsin’s famous
architect, Frank Lloyd Wright
so eloquently summarized
the importance of such early
structures by stating: “The true
basis for any serious study
of the art of architecture still
lies in those indigenous, more
humble buildings everywhere
that are to architecture what
folk-lore is to literature or
folk-song to music and with
which academic architects
were seldom concerned….
These many folk-structures are
of soil, natural. Though often
slight, their virtue is intimately
related to environment and
to the heart-life of people.
Functions are usually truthfully conceived and rendered
invariably with natural feeling.
Results are often beautiful and
always constructive”.8

6 Interview with Walter Stachura

8 Writings and Buildings.
Page 85. Wright.

7 Interview with Julie Birr.
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PAHS
2015 Officers
& Directors
President, Larry Puzen

920-822-2609 • cell: 920-609-2772
email: larryjp@netnet.net

Vice-President, Chris Jaworski
920-469-4770

jaws8753radtke@gmail.com

Secretary, Norine Heuser

920-822-5775 • cell: 920-655-3754
email: dnheuser@netnet.net

Treasurer, Larry Szymanski
920-865-7497
email: lszym@hotmail.com

(Top) Barn currently owned
by Helen Blinstrub in Pittsfield
Township, Brown County. Barn
foundation is stovewood. (Bottom)
Stovewood chicken coop on Jaworski homestead. Chase Township,
Oconto County.

Join our
Facebook group!
Check out our
group at https://www.
facebook.com/groups/
pulaskihistory/. This
is an open group
and anyone can participate. It’s a great
source for asking
questions or sharing
photos.

Curator, Marian Schroeder
920-822-5856

(Above) PAHS members and friends of members
pose during a break decorating windows for Christmas at the old “Woosencraft” building. (Bottom) Old
Christmas toys displayed for public to view.

Members Decorate
Pulaski with “Old
Fashioned Window
Displays”
Thank you to the owners of the three
vacant buildings that we utilized during the
Christmas Holidays and on Veterans Day to
showcase some of our collections. A very
special thank you to the students at Glenbrook
School for making the old fashioned paper
ornaments that decorated the old Woosencraft
Building. Claudia Ryczkowski, was the mastermind of the idea and headed up the decorating. Thank you to Claudia and to all of the
members and friends of members that assisted
in decorating the windows.

www.pulaskiwihistory.com
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Board Members
Jim Zajac (2013-2015)
920-822-5119
Ray Mroczynski (2013-2015)
920-822-3600
Pam Mannigel (2013-2015)
920-822-3997
Tammy Brzeczkowski (2014-2016)
920-655-4587
John Mihalko (2014-2016)
920-822-3658
Don Mannigel (2014-2016)
920-822-3997
Sharon Bauer (2015-2017)
920-822-3743
Mike Blohowiak (2015-2017)
920-822-5042
Katie Walters (2015-2017)

VOLUNTEER?

Please contact Pam Mannigel
if you would like to volunteer.
920-822-3997.

For general info:
email: pulaskimuseum@netnet.net

Emil Vandermause Reflects Back in Time

Emil and his daughter, Mary
Trager in Washington D.C.
during Old Glory Honor
Flight, 2012.

Past Pulaski resident, Emil Vandermause,
recently took time to
reflect back on his life
and accomplishments.
Emil spent 23 years of
his career in Pulaski
and his impact as a high
school teacher and business leader touched a lot
of residents in the community.
Emil was born in
Kewaunee County, WI in
1922. The son of Frank
and Emma Vandermause,
he grew up on the family
farm and was the second
oldest of seven children.
Emil learned at an early
age about hard work and
helped his family tend
to their 25 – 30 head
dairy herd. During his
youth Emil attended
Lincoln Graded School
1 – 8. Later he attended
Algoma High School,
graduating in 1940 in the
top 10% of his class.
After high school,
Emil decided to become
a teacher and enrolled in
Door Kewaunee Normal
School. He completed a
two year degree in 1942
which qualified him
to teach in a one room

school. In 1943 Emil taught
at Four Corners school near
Brussels, WI. The school
had 35 – 40 students,
grades 1 – 8. Emil was the
sole teacher and lessons
included arithmetic, reading, writing, language, and
spelling.
Emil’s career as a one
room school teacher came
to an abrupt end when he
was drafted into the U.S.
Army in 1944. He trained
in Fort Knox, Kentucky and
learned skills to become a
driver and gunner for tanks
and halftracks. During
Christmas time of 1944
Emil was transported to
Europe on the Queen Mary
and arrived in England. He
transferred to France and
joined the 10th armored division right after the Battle
of the Bulge.
In January of 1945
Emil was assigned to the
headquarters company
of the 10th armored division. During the Battle of
the Bulge this particular
company sustained huge
casualties losing 22 of its
24 soldiers. Emil took the
job of driving a halftrack
and spent the next 88 days
in a row on the front lines.
While traveling 20 – 30
miles a day through France
and Germany, Emil’s headquarter company received
little resistance. However,
in Trier Germany, Emil
watched in horror as the
lead halftrack in front of
him was pierced by a German shell and completely
exploded. The next day,
beyond the town of Trier,
Emil lost his best friend
from military training, who
was killed while operating
a tank. This gentleman was

from the lower peninsula
of Michigan and Emil
formed a close bond with
him.
When the 10th armored division reached
Oberammergau, Germany
in May of 1945, the war
in Europe came to an end.
Emil was slated for a 30
day furlough and came
back to the United States.
He was scheduled to go
to the Pacific theater but
in August of 1945 the
Japanese surrendered and
World War II came to an
end. Emil was discharged
in March of 1946 from
Camp Swift, Texas with
the rank of Private First
Class.
After the war Emil
married his high school
sweetheart, Gladys Kinnard. Both she and Emil
corresponded during
the war writing to each
other weekly. They were
married on May 28th,
1946 and during the next
few months Emil helped
Glady’s father on his
farm near the Casco Lincoln area in Kewaunee
County. During this time
Emil decided to get a
degree in agriculture and
he and Gladys moved to
River Falls, WI in the fall
of 1946. Although Emil
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pursued a four year degree
he was able to finish in three
years because some credits
from his time at Door Kewaunee Normal School transferred. In 1949 Emil received
his degree in agriculture from
the University of River Falls.
Once graduated Emil put
feelers out for a job and was
contacted by Frank Joswick,
the superintendent of the
Pulaski Community School
district. Emil started teaching
agriculture at Pulaski High
School in the fall of 1949 for
a starting annual salary of
$3,400. Emil enjoyed teaching agriculture and some
pupils whom he thought were
exceptional students included:
Don Adler, Robert Budz, Tony
Blinstrub, Dan Ferfecki, Don
Jaworski, John Ladowski,
Ralph Rozmiarek, Jerry Peters, and Carl Vanderveren.
In the spring of 1957
several board members of the
Pulaski Chase Cooperative
approached Emil and offered
him the manager position.
Although Emil enjoyed teaching, the Co-op job offered a
higher annual salary and a
fresh set of challenges. After
eight years of teaching, Emil
decided to become general
manager of the Pulaski Chase
Cooperative and started his
new position on June 1st,
1957.

Emil teaching agriculture at Pulaski High School in 1954.
All male teachers at this time were required to wear suits.

Vandermause
continued from page 4

Emil handing over the
Pulaski Area Chamber of
Commerce Presidency to
Mahlon Prokoprovitz sometime in the early 1960’s.
Even though both men were
in charge of competing feed
mills they remained close
friends.

Emil was proud of his
record at the Pulaski Chase
Cooperative. When he
started annual sales were
approximately $500,000
- $600,000. Fifteen years
later annual sales grew to
$2.5 million. Emil stated, “I
thought I did a good job at
the Co-op and had a great
team of employees around
me”. Some of his favorite
workers included: Cliff
Bodart, Joe Brzeczkowski,
Dan Ferfecki, Ike Karcz,
Peter Karcz, John Miller,
Virginia Miller, and Stanley
Tyczkowski.
In the early part of
1972 Emil started having
business disagreements
with the Pulaski Chase
Cooperative president and
some board members. He
then began researching
business opportunities at
other feed mills. Issues
came to a head when the
Co-op board terminated
Emil’s position in April of
1972. At this time a Purina representative named
Maynard Dupont informed

Emil of a mill in Gillett, WI
run by an absentee owner.
Emil started working at this
mill in May of 1972 and
purchased it on November
17th, 1972 from the Ansorge Distributing Company
Feed Division.
After buying the mill
Emil moved his family from Pulaski to Gillett
and renamed the business
Gillett Milling Company.
Emil stated, “I thought my
experience as an agriculture instructor and business
manager would suit me
well in this new venture.
In the past I always made
money for someone else,
now I could do it for myself. In the end it was the
best decision I ever made”.
After 15 years Emil retired
from the mill in 1987 at
age 65. His son Steve and
daughter in-law, Deanna
currently run the business
to this day.
Aside from his business venture Emil is also
proud of his seven children:
Dennis, Charles, Mark,
Mike, Mary, Steve, and
John. Emil commented,
“They have all done well
and are still doing good”.
In 2011 Emil’s beloved
wife, Gladys passed away.
Emil now resides at The
Cottages at MeadowLands
in Oconto Falls, WI and
welcomes any visitors.

Message
Recent
from the
Museum
President
Acquisitions
An assortment of
acquisitions that have been
donated to the Pulaski Area
Museum recently include,
a collection of past Pulaski
News, bound volumes of
the Pulaski News 19842009, a scrapbook of
Pulaski News newspaper
clippings from 1957 to
1961, a pair of children’s
shoes produced at Northern
Shoe Company, over 20
pairs of children’s shoes
purchased over 25 years
ago from Mastey’s in
Laney, pictures and licenses
from Marnocha’s Funeral
Home, a colored photo of
Maroszek’s Polka Band,
collectable banks from Pulaski State Bank, triangular
Christmas street decoration
and civil defense sanitation
and medical kits.
A sincere thank you to
the following who generously donated the above
items: Pulaski News-Pulaski Community Schools,
Emil Ripley, Lucille Stachura, Sue Lepak, Gloria
Krumrai, Pam Janssen,
Village of Pulaski, Jim
Gawryleski, Marie Karcz,
Mike Maroszek and Lisa
Collett.
Stop in and visit the
museum to view all of
“new” and “old” items.

Have a question, or an idea
that you would like to share?
Email us at: pulaskimuseum@netnet.net
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Dear Friends of the
Museum and Members of the
PAHS,
Spring is here, and I
would like to say “thank you”
to all of the members that
helped with the spring cleaning at the museum.We are
ready for visitors this summer.
Even though we’ve had
limited hours in the winter at
the museum, we have been
extremely busy. We have
actually ventured out into the
community and brought our
displays to area businesses,
and even to the Neville Public
Museum.
Casimir Pulaski Day
brought over 100 students
to the museum on March
2nd. Students learned about
Casimir Pulaski, after whom
this community is named for.
We have a unique display
featuring Casimir Pulaski. I
urge you to stop by and check
out what we have to offer at
the museum. Learn about the
history of the community in
which you live!
Our brick fundraiser
continues. In addition to this,
we will be hosting a Heirloom
Plant Sale on April 25th and
May 2nd at the Museum. The
museum will be open during
the event, as well from 9:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.. We invite
all of you to stop by and check
out the specialty plants that we
have available to purchase.
We are always looking for
new members, and volunteers
are welcome. Thank you to
everyone who takes part in
preserving Pulaski, and our
surrounding communities!

Larry Puzen
PAHS President

Pulaski participates in
the Wisconsin History
Tour at Neville
The Pulaski Area Historical Society and Museum
were fortunate to participate
in the Wisconsin History
Tour that was at the Neville
Museum in Green Bay from
February 3rd – March 15,
2015.
As you walked into
the exhibit, the first thing
you may have heard was
the “Blue Skirt Waltz”
playing from the 6 minute
video featuring the history
of Pulaski and scenes from
around town and some of
the items that are displayed
at the Pulaski museum. On
that same wall was the oil
painting of Casimir Pulaski,
the JJ Hof Land Map and
other history related pictures
of how and why Pulaski
came to be.
Our exhibit was by far
the most colorful of all the
participants. Two display
cases held authentic polish
outfits that are worn in Poland for special occasions.
Dick Rodger’s concertina,
a PolkaDets poster from

the past, and current
albums and CD’s from
local Polka Bands were
also showcased. The last
case featured a sampling of
items that have come from
Poland; displaying Polish
folkart, homemade Christmas ornaments, a Polish
Deck of cards (showing a
Sheephead hand) and other
items that have been purchased or made in Poland.
Richard Hodkiewicz
and Roger Brzeczkowski
entertained at the grand
opening of the Wisconsin
History Tour and also on
one of the Saturday Winter
WarmUp days at the museum. The Neville Museum sent a note saying the
music was an added touch
and was a great addition to
a one of a kind display.
Marian Schroeder,
Claudia, Angela, Billy Ryczkowski, Laura Schroeder
and Norine Heuser helped
put the display together.

From left to right: Jeff, John and Jerry Gracyalny.

Speaker for Annual Dinner-Jeff
Gracyalny of JW Industries

Jeff Gracyalny, President and CEO of JW Industries,
presented a short history of his family owned business
during the Pulaski Area Historical Society annual dinner
on Wednesday, October 22nd 2014 at the American Legion
Hall.
JW Industries was started in June, 1958 by his father
and mother, John and Lois Gracyalny in Pittsfield township,
Brown County. It was originally a blacksmith shop that
made repairs for local farmers and businesses. Throughout
the years the business has grown to include many expansions in product lines most notably bleachers and press
boxes for stadiums.
Jeff works closely with his brother Jerry Gracyalny.
Jeff is in charge of various sales teams while his brother
Jerry is the main estimator of jobs. The company has sold
its sports stadium products to schools and colleges throughout the United States. A special thank you goes out to Jeff
Gracyalny for being our feature speaker at last years’ annual
meeting.

2014 Historic Preservation
Award

This year’s Historic Preservation Award was presented
to Rob Russell at the 2014 annual dinner. Rob began
refurbishing his old dairy barn back in May of 2002 and
completed most of it in August, 2003. The barn is used for
storage, a work shop, entertaining, and other things. It is a
great example of adaptive reuse. Rob’s property is located
on Highway 32 just north of Pulaski in Angelica Township,
Shawano County. More information can be learned about
the project on: www.barnpatch.com. Congratulations to
Rob!

Changes @ the museum

PAHS members Richard Hodkiewicz on concertina, and
Roger Brzeczkowski play at the grand opening of the Wisconsin tour.
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We invite you to stop in and see the newly arranged
areas in the museum. Casimir Pulaski has made his way to
the front to keep an eye on the door and greet visitors. Displays rearranged throughout to accommodate recent acquisitions including our collection of Polish items donated by
Judith Cota. Also on display are over 20 pairs of shoes that
were purchased at Mastey’s in Laney over 25 years ago.

Celebrations in Pulaski with Casimir Pulaski Day
The museum opened
its doors on Monday,
March 2, in honor of
Casimir Pulaski Day. The
Pulaski Museum along
with over 15 businesses in
the Pulaski area celebrated
Casimir Pulaski Day in
some way.
Four fourth grade
classes from Glenbrook,
and the 4th/5th grade class
from Assumption B.V.M.
had the opportunity to hear
a 15 minute history lesson
about the life and death
of Count Casimir Pulaski,
from Rock Mannigel, and
they were able to check out
the exhibits in the museum. Thanks to Rock and
Pam Mannigel for coordinating the museum visits.
Here are quotes from
some students on the Casimir Pulaski Museum Tour:
~ I really liked how you guys
told us the history about
Pulaski. It was really interesting.
~ I like the museum because
it was fun to learn about the
history of Pulaski.
~ I was very interested when I
found out the bank in Pulaski
long ago was robbed.
~ I like when we got to walk
around after that amazing

story.
~ My opinion is that it was
amazing when I found the piano
and how old the typewriter was.
~ I liked the old typewriter.
~ I think it was very very fun
and thank you for letting us
touch your stuff.
~ All of the stuff was so neat
back then and it was awesome
to experience.

Freedom fighters having fun at the Pulaski Museum.

Tammy and Bruce Brzeczkowski made their rounds to area
businesses on Casimir Pulaski Day,
playing their concertinas. This photo
was taken at Doug Prentice State
Farm Insurance Agency, one of the
many businesses and organizations
that participated in Casimir Pulaski
Day on March 2, 2015.

Students listen intently to Rock Mannigel on the story of Casimir
Pulaski.
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Plants of Distinction
helps PAHS in first ever
Heirloom Plant Sale
Jon Streu, owner of Plants of Distinction, at 162
W Pulaski Street in Pulaski, is in the midst of producing specialty plants for the Pulaski Historical Society’s
Heirloom plant sale, which will be held at the museum
on April 25 and May 2nd.
“While visiting Streu at his business in Pulaski,
I could see the passion that he has for plants.” said
PAHS Board Member, Katie Walters. Streu has been
in the green house business for years, since his mother
owned a greenhouse, called the Weed Patch on Broadway in DePere. Streu strives for customer service and
listens to the needs of his customers.
Since opening the business, Streu has made quite
a few changes besides the structural changes to the
building. He has reorganized the plants so they are
easier to find, and he has made the store front inviting,
by adding yard and garden decorations and very unique
gifts you may not find anywhere else. “I even had the
opportunity to taste test his one of a kind caramels that
he sells,” noted Walters.
The greenhouses will be opening soon so watch for
information on the website: www.plantsofdistinction.
net or call 920-822-3619.

Pulaski Area Historical Society
129 West Pulaski Street
P.O. Box 944
Pulaski, WI 54162
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Address Correction Requested

Anniversary of WWI
Your Help Requested

The Pulaski Area Historical Society
is planning to have a display celebrating the 100th Anniversary of World War
I. The display will include a listing of
all known World War I veterans from our
area, uniforms and other memorabilia from
the War. If you have any memorabilia
you would like to donate or loan for this
display we would appreciate it.
Also if any of your family members
were in the service during World War I and
would like to have their name listed please
contact Marian Schroeder 822-5856 or
Claudia Ryczkowski 434-9191.

www.pulaskiwihistory.com

Tours always available by appointment!
MUSEUM SUMMER HOURS

Tuesdays in June 3pm- 5pm
Tuesdays from 4pm-7pm in July and August,
during the Farmer’s Market Polka Day Weekend, July 18th & 19th
Please check our website for updates to our hours that we are open. For an appointment to visit the museum contact Larry
Puzen at 822-2609, Pam and Rock Mannigel at 822-3997, or Marian Schroeder at 822-5856.

8

