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a farm accident that cost
him his leg and nearly his
life. While trying to jump
a threshing machine belt
Sy got entangled in it and
thrown in the air. The belt
nearly severed his leg and
crushed his hip. Taken to
the hospital Sy was near
death. The doctor told his
father that the leg would
have to be amputated and
there was little they could
do to save enough for him
to wear an artificial leg.
His father told the doctor
that he might as well let
the boy die if he could not
have a leg. So the operating team worked hard
to mend the hip and was
able to save enough of the
leg to support an artificial prosthesis. From that

Sy Nowicki stands in front of his shop shortly before
retiring in 1990.

Sy’s Shoe Shop - Gone
for 25 years but not
forgotten
2nd, 1913 in Mequon,
Wisconsin to Frank and
Katherine Nowicki. His
parents were Polish immigrants and Sy was the 8th
of 10 children. In 1918,
the Nowicki family purchased and moved their
family to a farm in the
Town of Little Suamico.
As a young boy Sy
helped on the farm as
much as possible. During
this time Sy experienced

continued on page 2

Calendar of Events

by Chris Jaworski

It’s hard to believe
25 years have passed
since Sy Nowicki closed
his shoe repair business
in downtown Pulaski. A
long time fixture on St.
Augustine Street, Sy ran
his shoe repair shop for a
total of 48 years. How Sy
got started in the business is a story of personal
circumstance, hard work,
and determination.
Sy was born April

time on Sy walked with a
severe limp but he wanted
to live as normal of a life
as possible. 1
After the accident Sy
moved back to the Milwaukee area and lived
with relatives. He graduated from Lincoln High
School in Milwaukee and
shortly after graduation
moved back to the Pulaski
area. While in his 20’s
Sy contemplated opening a bar or a shoe repair
shop. He chose the latter
and received his training
at a shoe repair business
on Green Bay’s east side.
This store is still in existence today and is known
as Don’s Shoe Shop.

October 21......................Annual Meeting & Dinner
November 3.......................................... Election Day
November 23..............................Election of Officers
March 7-13.............................Casimir Pulaski Week
March 28........................................... Board Meeting
April 25............................................. Board Meeting
Visit our website for more information

www.pulaskiwihistory.com
Like us on facebook too!
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Sy’s Shoe continued from page 1
In 1942 Sy opened
Sy’s Shoe Shop in Pulaski. The business was
located in a small stucco
building which was
attached to the movie
theater. This building
was specifically built
for Sy by Mrs. Mahlon
Prokopovitz Sr. and was
leased to him thereafter.
Shortly after opening
Sy was approached by
a young man named Al
“Smitty” Polczinski who
was looking for work.
Smitty quickly became
Sy’s right hand man and
worked closely with him
during those early years.
Sy’s pleasant demeanor and quality
work ensured his businesses success. He took
pride in his finished
product and made shoes
as good as new or better
after repair. Sy spent a
lot of nights and Saturdays at the shop to
keep up with demand.
Besides shoes Sy also
fixed uniforms for the
high school football
team, conveyor belts for
the canning factory, and
canvases from farmer’s
binders. Basically anything made from leather
or rubber was brought to
Sy for repair.
In 1948 Sy married Gladys Oszewski
at Assumption BVM
Church. Sy and Gladys
were blessed with three
children, (the twins)

Kathleen and Janice plus
a third child, Marcia. In
spite of the long hours at
the shop Sy always found
quality time to spend with
his wife, children and
later his grandchildren. Sy
is remembered as a loving
and caring example of
a husband and a family
man.
In his later years Sy
was assisted at the shop
by his son-in-law, Newy
Edwardson. Sy also
helped out on the family
farm which was converted
into a Christmas tree
growing operation. It is
now known as Edwardson’s Christmas Tree
Farm and is still in the
family.
Sy retired from the
shoe repair business on
June 30th, 1990. The machinery was sold and the
shop closed. Pulaski has
never had another place
like it. At present, area
residents have to travel to
Green Bay if they wish
to have shoes fixed. Sy’s
wife, Gladys passed away
in 1991. Sy lived another
eight years, after retirement, and died on November 19th, 1998.
Special thanks to
Kathleen Edwardson who
provided information and
photos for this article.
1 Dear Girls. Page 59. Polczinski
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A young Sy Nowicki repairing shoes in 1942.

History of Square
Deal Cheese Factory
in Kosciusko Corners
Three miles north of
Pulaski, at the junction of
Highway 32 and County
Trunk S, there once was
a little community named
Kusciusko Corners. Today
only one building from
this former hamlet remains
standing. It is currently the
home of Jim and Janice
Winter but in the past it
was a cheese factory. The
origins of this structure
have been lost in time,
but it is estimated to date
back to the late 1800’s.
Not only was this building
constructed as a cheese
factory but it also doubled
as a home with upstairs
living quarters.
The Winter family’s
connection to the Kosciusko Corners building
goes back to 1933 or
1934 when farmer, Robert
Kanzenbach and cheesemaker, Edward Winter
paid $500 down for the
property. This purchase
was made so their recently

married children, Alvin
Kanzenbach and wife
Bernice (Winter), could
be set up as cheese makers. After making cheese
there for eleven years,
Alvin and Bernice Kanzebach bought the Mud
Town Cheese Factory in
Green Valley and sold
the building on June 28th
1945 to Paulus Winter
and his wife Marcella
(Bohm). Paulus Winter
and Bernice Kanzenbach
were brother and sister.
Paulus Winter already
had some cheese making
experience from running
a factory in Mountain
and learned the trade
from his father, Edward.
Prior to the Winter’s
family involvement, the
factory may have been
known as the Kusciusko
Cheese Factory, but from
here on out it was called
the Square Deal Cheese
Factory.

1947 photo of Square Deal Cheese Factory in Kosciusko Corners. Note, whey tank on far right hand side.
Paulus and Marcella
Winter raised five boys:
Jim, Ken, Dennis, Don,
and Mark. The Winter’s
operated their cheese
factory with hired help,
but over time their sons
took on more responsibilities. Originally the
business was run as a
one-vat factory in the
winter and a two-vat
operation in the summer.
Later, the factory became
a three-vat operation but
had no pasteurizer. The
A&P Cheese Company,
who was purchasing their
cheese, wanted a factory
that could make good
tasting cheddar cheese
out of raw milk.
Operating a cheese
factory was a lot of work.
According to Ken and
Jim Winter the process
went something like this:
First, milk was collected
from area farmers by
milk cans. Once the milk
was brought to the Square
Deal Cheese Factory it
was weighed, poured into
a vat and had a starter
culture added to it. The
starter culture made the
milk turn sour. Next rennet was added. Originally
rennet was derived from
the fourth stomach of a

calf but later, manufactured substitutes for rennet
were used. Rennet thickened the milk and after
this reaction took place
two people cut through the
coagulated substance with
a curd knife. The thickened
milk was again worked
back and forth with an
agitator and put on heat
at 102 degrees. Next the
whey was drained off. The
thickened milk was pushed
back and forth with a stainless steel rake. It was then
matted down and turned
over six or seven times. At
this point the mats were
run through a curd mill and
salted. The newly formed
curds were “ditched” and
more whey was drained off
a second time. Curds were
split again and had the
whey drained off a third
time. The cheese curds
were then put into hoops or
flats and pressed overnight.
The newly formed cheese
was pounded out the next
day and stacked on shelves
in a cooler.
Employees had to be
clean and wear paper hats.
No one ever knew when
a state inspector might
show up! All the work was
done by hand seven days a
week. There were no days
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2015 photo of former Square Deal Cheese Factory. Today the building is used solely as a residence.
off. Long term employees,
Wally Deering and Ronny
Bierhals helped Paulus
Winter in the plant.
Don Winter remembers his father and mother
being in the business
together all the way.
Prices for cheese were
reported once per day on
the radio and both Paulus
and Marcella listened to
them very attentively. A
few cents per pound could
make a big difference to
already razor thin profit
margins. While Paulus
was in charge of making
the cheese, Marcella was
upstairs doing the bookwork. Her responsibilities
included making biweekly
milk payments to their patrons, check printing with
a manual hand stamper,
using an adding machine
(which seemed to be running out of paper all the
time), doing payroll, and
ordering supplies. With all
the boys helping out too, it
was truly a family affair.
Early on only two
neighboring farmers
brought their milk in
themselves. They were
Mike Gwidt and Frank
Westphal. A route was
followed by Square Deal
employees to pick up the

Marcella & Paulus Winter
owned and operated the
Square Deal Cheese Factory
in Kosciusko Corners from
1945-1961.

Edward Winter was
patriarch of the cheese
making Winter family. He
provided seed money and
training to his daughter,
Bernice Kanzenbach and
son, Paulus Winter.
other farmer’s milk cans.
Past drivers included
Wally Galkowski, Clarence Lasecki, and Mike
Charniak who was better

Cheese Factory in Kosciusko

continued from page 3
known as Junior Charniak. At times, Paulus
had his children working the milk collection
routes too.
Once a year the
Winter’s had a “cheese
meeting” for their milk
producers. Farmers
were treated to a free
supper and keg from
which beer was served
in metal cups. Questions
and concerns could
then be addressed. The
names of farmers who
provided milk to the
Square Deal Cheese
Factory was long and
changed from time to
time but listed are the
most memorable: Mike
Gwidt, Frank Westphal,
Clarence Lasecki, Mike
Komorowski, Ray Rybicki, John Pienta, Steve
Socha, Tony Spyhalski,
Mike Nitti, John Hodkiewicz, Art Krause,
Antone Rozek, Elmer
Bierhals, Ed Yurek,
Chester Zielinski, Carl
Thompson, Ed Gorecki,
Ray Niec, Emil Przybylski, Joe Hendzel, Emil
Kutcha, Hank Gorecki,
John Przybylski, Pete
Socha, and Junior Charniak.
Jim Winter remembers with awe the
super human strength of
farmer, Junior Charniak.
While picking up milk
at the Charniak farm
he would tease Jim for
handling only one milk
can at a time. Mr. Charniak would then clasp
two milk can handles
in each hand and carry
four full milk cans to
Jim’s collection truck.

A single milk can,
when full, weighed
100 pounds! The
Winter children also
remember the cleanliness and high quality
of milk from producer Tony Spyhalski.
Marcella would only
draw milk for family
consumption from the
# 13 milk cans which
denoted the Spyhalski
farm.
In 1961 Paulus
and Marcella Winter
and Alvin and Bernice Kanzenbach
decided to purchase
the Brzezinski family cheese factory
in Krakow together.
The Winter’s Square
Deal Cheese Factory
and the Kanzenbach’s
Mud Town Cheese
Factory in Green Valley transferred all their
equipment and patrons
to the Krakow facility.
Any duplicate cheese
making equipment
was sold off. At this
point the Square Deal
Cheese Factory and
the Mudtown Cheese
Factory ceased to exist. Now, everything
was run under the
Krakow Cheese Factory name. This partnership, however, was
short lived as Paulus
and Marcella Winter
bought out Alvin and
Bernice Kanzenbach
in less than one year.
Only one stainless
steel vat stayed behind at the old Square
Deal plant. Jim Winter
and his wife, Janice
(Schumacher) bought

the property in 1963.
Jim used the vat to hold
minnows and sold bait
to area fishermen. This
business ended when an
out of control car crashed
through the old cheese
factory wall and smashed
the vat. Today, the building is strictly a residence.
Jim and Janice Winter
raised eight children in
this house and they currently reside there themselves.
Paulus and Marcella
Winter sold the Krakow
Cheese Factory to their
son, Ken in 1976. Ken
Winter ran the plant for
10 years and then sold
it to Fran Ullmer. It
was closed a few years
later and no longer exists. Paulus Winter passed
away on April 25th,
1992. Marcella Winter
passed on May 5th, 2002.
Besides being excellent
cheese makers both are
remembered as respected
and fair business people.
Every one of their children, at some point in
their lives, worked in the
cheese industry. Through
the hard work of the
Winter family and many
others like them, Wisconsin has led the nation
in cheese production for
many years.
A special thank you
goes out to Jim, Ken, and
Don Winter for providing
information and photos
for this article. Also, helping with this story were
longtime residents, James
Zajac and Richard Hodkiewicz.
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PAHS
2015 Officers
& Directors
President, Larry Puzen

920-822-2609 • cell: 920-609-2772
email: larryjp@netnet.net

Vice-President, Chris Jaworski
920-469-4770

jaws8753radtke@gmail.com

Secretary, Norine Heuser

920-822-5775 • cell: 920-655-3754
email: dnheuser@netnet.net

Treasurer, Larry Szymanski
920-865-7497
email: lszym@hotmail.com

Curator, Marian Schroeder
920-822-5856

Board Members
Jim Zajac (2013-2015)
920-822-5119
Ray Mroczynski (2013-2015)
920-822-3600
Pam Mannigel (2013-2015)
920-822-3997
Tammy Brzeczkowski (2014-2016)
920-655-4587
John Mihalko (2014-2016)
920-822-3658
Don Mannigel (2014-2016)
920-822-3997
Sharon Bauer (2015-2017)
920-822-3743
Mike Blohowiak (2015-2017)
920-822-5042
Katie Walters (2015-2017)

VOLUNTEER?

Please contact Pam Mannigel
if you would like to volunteer.
920-822-3997.

For general info:
email: pulaskimuseum@netnet.net

Stone Barn Artifacts Donated to Pulaski Museum

the dates ‘1848’ and ‘1849’.
Circumscribing the dates
and name is the phrase “
SEINEN BIS IN DEN TOD
GETREUEN KRIEGERN”
(His warrior loyal unto
death). According to historical research this medal was
awarded to Prussian military
members who remained
loyal to King Wilhelm IV
and helped put down rebellions during those years. The
Andy Clark proudly displays artifacts he found at
medal was produced at the
the Chase Stone Barn Park site.
royal mint in Berlin.
Later this year Andy also
turned over other artifacts
by Chris Jaworski
on the park board at the
he found at the Stone Barn
time. Kris allowed Andy
Park site which included
During the summer to conduct his search and
a brass postage stamp box
of 2012 Green Bay resi- asked that he report anyholder inscribed “Hotel
dent, Andy Clark, read
thing interesting that he
Ogden – Madison, WIS”,
a Pulaski News article
may find. During the late
a 10 gauge brass Remingabout planned renovasummer and early fall of
ton shot gun shell, a ladies
tions at the Chase Stone 2012 Andy returned to
comb, and a brass spike most
Barn Park. Andy was
the park site five or six
likely from a metal fence
familiar with the Chase times. His job was made
or lightning rod. All these
Township area because a bit easier by some reitems were located near the
his wife Denise Clark
cent excavating done by
original farmstead house
(formerly Ryczkowski) a bulldozer.
foundation. Andy recalled
grew up in neighborOn June 13th, 2015
the postage stamp holder was
ing Angelica Township. Andy and his wife
found approximately 20 feet
Andy thought this old
Denise attended the
east of the house foundation
farmstead site would
annual Chase picnic.
which is now a neighboring
offer a great opportunity There Andy presented to
field owned by Green Valley
for him to practice his
the park board his most
farms.
hobby of treasure hunt- amazing find, a Prussian
The artifacts are valuable
ing with a metal detecHohenzollern military
in their own right but offer
tor. Andy has been a
medal, dated 1848 –
more importance because
hobby detectorist for 18 1849. The front side of
they provide a glimpse back
years and over this time this medal is adorned
in time to the original Krause
has found many differwith an iron cross.
family who built the barn
ent types of coins and
However, the backside
and called the place home
artifacts.
has a lot more detail and
for 50 years (1870 – 1920).
Andy called the
is inscribed “FRIEDCurrently Andy’s items are
Township of Chase and RICH WILHELM IV”.
curated at the Pulaski Area
was directed to Kris
Above and below the
Historical Society. Later
Kolkowski who served name in parallel lines are
they will be displayed at the
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Chase Stone Barn Park
site when a museum is
opened there sometime in
the future. Andy stated, “I
am glad to help find local
history and hope these
artifacts will be viewed
for many years to come”.
If you would like
Andy to search for objects at your old home
site or farmstead feel free
to call him at 920-6345878. Make sure to have
the grass cut short so he
can operate his metal
detecting equipment efficiently.

Backside of Hohenzollern
military medal found at
Chase Stone Barn Park
Site.

Join our
Facebook group!
Check out our group at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
pulaskihistory/. This is an open
group and anyone can participate. It’s a great source for asking
questions or sharing photos.

Pulaski Polka Days
Parade a Success!

Thank you to our MuseumSpring Clean Up Crew!

The annual spring cleaning was done on Thursday,
April 16th. The following people helped: Sharon Bauer,
Mary Brusky, Roger Brzeczkowski, Joan and Larry Laubenstein, John Mihalko, Shirley Prosek, and Claudia Ryczkowski. We also would like to thank Marian Schroeder
and all her family members who have helped to clean the
museum and rearrange our display cases.
During the summer months the museum was open to
coincide with our local Farmer’s Market hours. Many
volunteers came to the museum to greet our visitors. These
volunteers that helped included: Mary Brunner, Brenda
Brzezinski, Pat and Bob Budz, Mary Drella, Mari Flanagan,
Joan and Larry Laubenstein, John Mihalko, Bonnie McDermid and her granddaughter, Donna and Ray Mroczynski,
Larry Puzen, Carol Siegrist, and Rosie Wiand.
The museum was also open special hours during Polka
Days. Thank you to the volunteers who greeted our many
visitors. They included: Claudia Ryczkowski, Laura
Schroeder, Mike Blohowiak, and John Mihalko.

Have a question, or an idea
that you would like to share?
Email us at: pulaskimuseum@netnet.net

Become a PAHS Member today!
Name____________________________
Address__________________________
________________________________
City, State & Zip___________________
Renewal or New (Please circle one)
Individual $10_____________________
Family $20_______________________
Business $25______________________
Sustaining $100+__________________

Special thanks to Chris Jaworski for organizing the float
and the Brzeczkowski Family Band (Polka Dynamics) for
playing polka music in the parade.

Interested in joining? Know
someone that likes history, join
the PAHS group today.

Total AMOUNT ENCLOSED:________
Please make checks payable to Pulaski
Area Historical Society: Mail to PAHS,
129 West Pulaski Street, P.O. Box 944,
Pulaski, WI 54162

Check out the website at

www.pulaskiwihistory.com
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Changes @
the museum

As you walk into the
museum you’ll notice a
few changes. Count Pulaski has been moved from
the back of the museum
to the front. Along with
Count Pulaski you will
find information about J.J.
Hof. Also, many of the
museum displays have
been rearranged.
A new exhibit of interest has been completed.
The display is a personal
collection of Polish souvenirs that were made and
purchased in Poland. Judith Cota has generously
donated all of these items
to our museum.
Another new display
features a collection of
boys and girls shoes made
many years ago. At one
time these shoes were for
sale at the Stanley Mastey
store in Laney. Jim Gawryleski is the donor of this
collection.

If you have information about Polka
Bands from Pulaski,
please contact Tammy
Brzeczkowski for
an interview. She is
working on gathering
information on musicians from the Pulaski
and surrounding area.
920-822-4450.

New Family Display
at Museum

Now featured at the Pulaski Museum is the
“Maroszek Display”. The display will be up all year
through Polka Days 2016.

Museum Aquisitions
The following is a
list of items that have
been donated to the
Pulaski Area Museum:
Polish language prayer
book, 2¢ postage stamp,
General Pulaski with
the American Flag and
a Polish Flag, a childs
bank from Pulaski
State Bank, Hofa Park
Baseball shirt, WWI
Navy documents, WWI
Partial Navy uniforms,
WWI Army Overcoat,
Football and Basketball newspaper clippings 1947-1956 from
Pulaski High School,
personal scrapbook with
basketball and student
involvement of Glenbrook School during
the 1960’s and beyond,
Home Dairy Statements,

Statements from M.F.
Gill-General Merchandise
Store, apron worn during the 100 year celebration of Pulaski, Personal
Souvenirs from Poland, a
book “Poles in Wisconsin
“ written by Susan Gibson
Mikos, a DVD entitled
“Old Time Krakow” and a
CD produced in Poland Polish Language Choir.
A sincere thank you to
each one who so generously donated the items
- Roman Gill, Raymond
and Karen Banaszynski,
Phylis Murdzek, Emil
Ripley, Shawano County
Historical Society, Judith
Cota, Howard Park, Don
and Norine Heuser, Tobin
Storzer and Carol Brzezinski.

www.pulaskiwihistory.com
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Message
from the
President
Dear Friends of the
Museum and Members of the
PAHS,
We are well into the Fall
Season and soon it will be the
holidays. If you’ve been to
our museum, you’ve noticed
some big changes. If you
haven’t been there, you need
to check it out!
For starters we have a
new family display at the
museum, featuring the Maroszek’s. Take a walk around
and you will see things have
changed.
We are open on Mondays
from 5pm to 7pm at the museum through the winter, and
don’t forget about Frosty’s
Holiday. If your group would
like a tour just contact us and
we would be happy to open
the museum for you.
In March, we will be
scheduling a week long celebration of Casimir Pulaski
Day. Watch for more information coming out on our
website.
The brick fundraiser
continues. So far 129 bricks
have been sold. All proceeds
go towards maintenance of
our museum building. Now
more than ever we need you
to buy a brick!
If you know someone
that is interested in history,
invite them to join our organization. We are looking for
new members, and volunteers
are always welcome. Thank
you to everyone who takes
part in preserving Pulaski,
and our surrounding communities!

Larry Puzen
PAHS President

Pulaski Area Historical Society
129 West Pulaski Street
P.O. Box 944
Pulaski, WI 54162
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Casimir Pulaski Week

March 7-13, 2016
Join us in celebrating Casimir
Pulaski Week. Check out the
website: casimirpulaskiday.com
for more information. The committee will be releasing more
information as it meets and
makes decisions.

www.pulaskiwihistory.com

Tours always available by appointment!
MUSEUM WINTER HOURS

Come and visit the museum and see the “new look”.
Open on Mondays from 3 PM – 5 PM.
We will also be open for Frosty’s Holiday Event on December 4th from 5:30 – 7:30 PM
which is sponsored by Pulaski Chamber of Commerce. Our new family display will be
the Maroszek Family as designed by Tammy Maroszek Brzeczkowski.
Please check our website for updates to our hours that we are open. For an appointment to visit the museum contact Larry
Puzen at 822-2609, Pam and Rock Mannigel at 822-3997, or Marian Schroeder at 822-5856.
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