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Calendar of Events
October 23rd

PAHS Annual Banquet
American Legion Hall

Museum Open 5:00-6:30pm
Social: 6:30 - Dinner: 7:00

Program to follow.

Board Meeting: November 25th
PACE Meeting Room

Visit our website for more information
www.pulaskiwihistory.com

~ Fall Newsletter 2019~ 
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The Great Adventure - April 16 - May 7, 2019
The Journey of “Pulaski, The Great Adventure” as told by Pam and Rock Mannigel

On April 16, Pam and Rock 
Mannigel set out for what they referred 
to as “The Great Adventure.” The 
journey included visiting almost every 
“Pulaski” in the United States. 
And this is a story of  research they 
compiled on communities named 
“Pulaski”. It’s intertwined with a lot 
of  fun in their quest to check out all 
of  the Pulaskis in the nation. And so 
it began.

Including our own Village 
of  Pulaski, WI, there are nine 
communities named Pulaski in 
the US. The other eight commu-
nities are in Iowa, Illinois,

Tennessee, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
and New York. We did not get to 
New York.

According to Wikape-
dia there are hundreds of  
monuments, memorial plaques, 
streets, parks and similar objects 
named after Casimir Pulaski. 
Many communities were named 
Pulaski after the Revolution-
ary War hero, Casimir Pulaski. 
In some cases Pulaski was a city, 
in others a town, and in some 
instances a village, or even an 
unincorporated community. 
The population varies: The 
two largest are Tennessee and 
Virginia with about 9000. We in 
Wisconsin are third with 3600. 
New York is fourth with 2500. 
The rest have 270 and down to 
minimal. They all have at least 
one church, a cemetery, and a 
post office with a zip code.

Our adventure took us 
through seventeen different 
states, took us three weeks, and 
traveled 4100 miles.

All the people we met 
were so friendly and welcoming 
that we felt at home no matter 

what Pulaski we were in. We 
exchanged information wher-
ever we went, leaving a trail of  
Pulaski News’ along the way.

The City of
PULASKI, IOWA 

Zip Code 52584

Geographically located in 
Davis County which borders the 
state of  Missouri to the south 
and just west of  Milton,IA The 
current population is 250. The 
town was founded in 1856. It is 
surrounded by agricultural land 
which produces mostly corn, 
soybeans, pigs and beef  cattle. It 
is flat land and not many trees.

Today they have a 12 mem-
ber volunteer Fire Department, 
shopper, tire repair, lumber yard, 
LP Gas dealer, salvage yard, post 
office and two artists. Noted for 
its “Corn Show” in September. 
Nothing really Polish but the 
name.

The Village of
PULASKI, ILLINOIS

Zip Code 62976

It is in the southern-most tip 
just west of  the Mississippi River 

in Pulaski County. The current 
population is estimated at 270. 
It was founded in 1852 as a con-
struction camp along the Illinois 
Central Railroad.

Agriculture surrounding 
the town includes cattle, corn, 
soybeans and pecans. Today the 

village includes four churches, 
a grocery store, restaurant, gas 
station, car wash, pharmacy, fur-
rier, lawyer, laundromat, doctor 
office, post office, and volunteer 
fire department. There is also 
a Health Mart Pharmacy. The 
pharmacist is the mayor and 
the assistant is a trustee of  the 
village. It is noted for its Pecan 
Bonanza in the fall.

The City of
PULASKI, TENNESSEE

Zip Code 38478

Geographically located in 
Giles County which is mid-state 
and bordered on the South by 
the state of  Alabama. The cur-
rent population is approximately 
9,000. Pulaski was founded 

Entering Pulaski, Iowa

Parking in the middle of the 
street in Pulaski, Illinois
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Adventure continued from front page

in 1809. Much of  its history 
involved the Civil War and its 
confederate roots. In 1865 six 
confederate veterans founded 
the first KuKluxKlan. Today, 
the city and its downtown 
businesses are built around the 
square which contains a beauti-
ful courthouse built in 1909. 
City government includes a 
mayor, council, a full time fire/
police/rescue combined and city 
manager. There are two high 
schools (one private and one 
public)and two local colleges. 
They have an airport and a local 
newspaper called the Pulaski 
Citizen. Beautiful country-side 
with hills, valleys, and woods.

The Unincorporated 
Community of  

PULASKI, MISSISSIPPI
Zip Code 39152

Geographically located 
in the middle of  the state of  
Mississippi. It is just south of  
Interstate 20 and surrounded 
by the Bienville National For-
est. The community has very 
minimal population, one church, 
a cemetery with a chapel, small 
post office, and abandoned store 
still used for voting, and some 
houses.

Just outside of  town was 
a very large farm which raises 
beef  cattle and specializes in 
“large” chickens –the 10 pound 
variety.

The Town of
 PULASKI, GEORGIA

 Zip Code 30451

Geographically located 
in Candler County which is 
in Southeastern Georgia and 
North of  Interstate 16. It is not 
very far from Savannah, Geor-
gia. Population is approximately 
200 people. Town consists of  
a Dollar General, Post Office, 
nursing home, church, and fam-
ily homes. They are served by a 
mayor,Postmaster, volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Department and a 
sometimes used railroad. The 
abandoned railroad depot was 
purchased by a former mayor 
and moved a short distance 
so it would not be torn down. 
The surrounding area is mostly 
wooded with some agriculture, 
including dairy farms.

The Town of
PULASKI, VIRGINIA

 Zip Code 24301

Geographically located in 
Pulaski County which is in the 
far southwestern part of  Virginia 
in the Appalachian Mountains 
close to the state of  Kentucky. 
The population is approximately 
9000. The town was incorporat-
ed in 1886. Community history 
which includes: mining, iron 
foundries, textiles, and furniture.

Most recently it has become 
a center for high tech manu-
facturing. The town lays claim 
to the oldest continuously used 
ballpark in the nation and home 
to the minor league affiliate of  
the New York Yankees. Calfee 
Park provides a nostalgic look 
back at an early version of  Yan-
kee Stadium. The county has 
a population of  approximately 
35,000. The High School has 
1300 in grades 9-12. The down-
town has a theater, courthouse, 
lots of  retail, transportation 
museum, library, senior center, 
funeral home,YMCA, several 
churches and the Norfolk-South-
ern Railroad that goes right thru 
town, continuously, at a high 
rate of  speed. The landscape in 
and around Pulaski is moun-
tainous with some breathtaking 
views.

The Unincorporated 
Community of

PULASKI, PENNSYLVANIA 
Zip Code 16143

Geographically it is in 
Pulaski Township and Lawrence 
County. It is 12 miles East of  
Youngstown,Ohio.

Population is arguably 50 
people. Settled in the late 1800’s, 
it had hotels, manufacturing, 
mills, lumbering and in the 
1970’s the world’s largest cheese 
factory making Swiss cheese. A 
quaint wooden covered bridge 
in town burned down in 1903. 
Its metal replacement is still 
used to get into town on one of  

Courthouse on the square in 
Pulaski, Tennessee

Chapel/Cemetery in Pulaski, Mississippi

Downtown Theatre in Pulaski, Virginia

the highways. Today the com-
munity consists of  a post office, 
two churches, volunteer fire 
department,a number of  nice 
old homes and at the center of  it 
is a “gas station”. Whatever any-
one may need can be had here. 
Transmission fixed, oil change, 
chain saw, lawn mower, hand-
made sandwiches, hand dipped 
ice cream, along with other 
needs like our local gas stations 
carry and a history lesson from 
the very friendly owner/opera-
tor Dave. Landscape was a mix 
of  forest and agriculture with 
large dairy farms. There exists a 
settlement of  the Amish nearby.

Get active, JOIN OUR 
FACEBOOK group. 



PAHS

2019 Officers
& Directors

President, Larry Puzen
920-822-2609 • cell: 920-609-2772

email: larryjp@netnet.net

Vice-President, Chris Jaworski
920-469-4770

jaws8753radtke@gmail.com

Secretary, Tammy Brzeczkowski
920-822-4450

tammy@dynamicdesignspulaski.com

Treasurer, Norine Heuser
920-822-5775 or 920-655-3754

email: dnheuser@netnet.net

Curator/Research
Steven Karcz
920-822-1762

karczpulaski@aol.com

Board Members
Tammy Brzeczkowski (2017-18-19)

920-655-4587
email: tammy@dynamicdesignspulaski.com

John Mihalko (2017-18-19)
920-822-3658

Don Mannigel (2017-18-19)
920-822-3997

Mike Blohowiak (2018-19-20)
920-822-5042

Katie Walters (2018-19-20)
920-680-9270

Maria Deau (2019-20-21)
920-655-4138

Steve Peplinski (2019-20-21)
920-544-5189

Roger Brzeczkowski (2019-20-21)
rogerbrzeczkowski2019@gmail.com

920-639-4442

VOLUNTEER?
For general info:

email: pulaskimuseum@gmail.com
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Pulaski, Pennsylvania - Center of town with 
gas station/convenience store.

This beautiful private home in Pulaski, 
Georgia was once a hotel.

This article was in the Green Bay Press 
Gazette, Published April 22, 1959.  

Special thank you to Rock and 
Pam Mannigel for putting this 

trip of a lifetime together to 
share with our Pulaski Area 

Historical Members!

Buy a Brick, Leave a Legacy!
Your donation of  $100 will give you a brick in your name (or business name) and will be perma-
nently displayed on the outside of  the museum building for years to come. What a great legacy! 
For more information contact Mike Blohowiak at 920-822-5042 or Pam Mannigel at 920-822-
3997. 

continued from page 2

Pulaski Adventure

www.pulaskiwihistory.com
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Peplinksi Family Display
We are excited to inform you that the 
Peplinski Family Historical Display is now 
available for viewing at the Pulaski Museum. 
Here are a few highlights from the display.

Special Thanks...

Thank you to Chris Jawor-
ski, Zach Brzeczkowski and 
Nathan Newman for rep-
resenting the Pulaski Area 
Historical Society with a 
float for the Pulaski Polka 
Days Parade. Your time 
and talents were appreciat-
ed and enjoyed by everyone 
at the parade.

1916: The 3 men in the old car are (left to right) Ed Maslowski, Ed 
Peplinski, Richard Peplinski.  Maslowski was the son of Catherine 
Gajewski (John Gajewski’s widow) by her second husband.  The 
photo was taken in 1916 in front of the Peplinski Hardware building.

Aurelia, Cyril, and their grandmother Alexandra feeding chickens.  
This looks to have been taken at the same time as the children posed 
with their grandfather Valentine. The date is based on the age of the 
children.  Cyril looks to be about 3 years old.  He was born in July, 
1910.  Aurelia was 6 years older than Cyril.

1912 or 1913: Seated on a bench are (left to right) 
Aurelia (Sr. Valeria) Peplinski age 9, Cyril Peplins-
ki age 3, and their Grandfather Valentine Peplinski 
age 80.  The photo undoubtedly was taken on the 
front porch of the John Peplinski home on East Pu-
laski street that was built in 1911 and subsequently 
burned down in 1943.



Message 
from the 
President

Dear Friends of the Muse-
um and Members of the PAHS,

It’s been a busy and inter-
esting summer at the Pulaski 
Museum. The grass continues 
to grow, and we are thankful to 
our members that help keep it 
looking great!

We are continually working 
on maintaining our building, and 
are always looking for volun-
teers to assist in this process. If 
you have a skillset of any kind, 
we’d love to have you help us 
by helping with little projects 
we have.

We said “Good Bye” to our 
Treasurer, Larry Szymanski, and 
will miss his detailed finance 
reports with the alligator. 

A good reason to visit the 
Pulaski Museum is our newest 
display. A lot of effort and work 
went into The Peplinski Family 
display which is now available 
for viewing at the museum. Stop 
by and check it out.

We are looking for new 
members, and NEW volunteers. 
Maybe you have a talent, time, 
or maybe you just love history. 
Let anyone of our board mem-
bers know and we’ll get you in 
touch with the right person.

Remember, we are always 
interested in what our members 
think. We’d love to hear from 
you!

Sincerely, 
Larry Puzen
PAHS President
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PAHS Treasurer, 
Member and Friend. 
We will miss you Larry 
Szymanski and all that 
you have done for the 
Pulaski Area His-
torical Society. Rest in 
peace. We’ll remember 
all of your detailed 
reports with the alliga-
tor too.

A sad 
goodbye...

Larry Szymanski
1947 - 2019

PAHS Treasurer
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Green Bay Press Gazette, June 11, 1926

PAHS
Deceased 
Members

Dr. Gloria Krumrai
Ted Konopka
Donna Mae Mroczynski
 

Mark your calendars 
Casimir Pulaski Days 

March 1-March 8, 2020.
Don’t forget to mark your calendars for 
Casimir Pulaski Days 2020. The committee 
is planning two Historic Bus Tours on 
Saturday, March 7th. Watch for more up-
dates and information coming soon. www.
casimirpulaskidays.com
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Looking Back in Time...

This advertisement for Pulaski Thrift Days was found in 
newspapers.com, in the Green Bay Press Gazette,

 Published April 22, 1959. Does anyone remember what 
“Pulaski Thrift Days” was all about? Published in the Green Bay Press Gazette, July 31, 1935.

Published in the Green Bay Press Gazette, July 31, 1935. 
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Become a PAHS Member today!
Name ___________________________
Address _________________________
________________________________
City, State & Zip __________________

Renewal or New (Please circle one)
Individual $15 ____________________
Family $25 ______________________
Business $30 _____________________
Casimir Level $100+ (annually) _________
Individual Lifetime $500 (one time) ______

Total AMOUNT ENCLOSED: _______
Please make checks payable to Pulaski 
Area Historical Society: Mail to PAHS, 
P.O. Box 944, Pulaski, WI 54162.

JJ Hof Presentation By 
Polish Heritage Society

On Tuesday, September 24, 2019, Mike Brzezinski put on a 
presentation about JJ Hof at Pulaski High School through 
PACE. There were 20 people in attendance, including 
some PAHS members. See attendeess below.



Pulaski Area Historical Society
129 West Pulaski Street
P.O. Box 944
Pulaski, WI 54162
Address Correction Requested

Place 
Stamp 
Here
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Casimir Pulaski Days
March 1-8, 2020
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Early Pulaski Bankers–The 
solemn-looking men in this faded 
photograph of 1913 are assembled 
for a meeting of the Pulaski State 
Bank’s board of directors. The man 
in the center, holding a paper, is 
John A. Peplinski, founder of the 
bank and its president. Standing 
is Frank Raniszewski, the cashier, 
and seated at left almost faded 
from view, is Lawrence Szymanski. 
Other directors, following Peplinski 
are Charles Bruce, Harry T. Peplin-
ski, Joseph Borowski. 

Visit the museum for more history 
on the Peplinski Family.Published in the Green Bay Press Gazetter, January 14, 1955


