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Black Smith Shop on West Pulaski Street, 1950.

Calendar of Events
Upcoming Board Meetings

Zoom Board Meetings: 
January 25th

February 22nd
March 22nd

Casimir Pulaski Days
February 28-March 7

Visit our website for more information
www.pulaskiwihistory.com

Like us on facebook too!
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PAHS Makes History 
Holding Annual 2020 
Meeting Virtually.

The Pulaski Area Historical Society, despite the pandemic at 
hand, held the Annual Meeting on October 21, 2020, however 
it was done virtually through a platform called ZOOM. It was 
a different type of  experience, and members that normally 
weren’t able to attend in person because of  distance, were 
able to attend the meeting virtually. To access videos from the 
annual meeting, go to the website and click on the YouTube 
button on the home page.

Look East, West Pulaski Street, 1960

L to R, East Pulaski Street - School/Convent, Peplin-
ski Hardware, Pulaski State Bank, White Store - 1911

Looking Back at Pulaski 
Street Years Ago
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Katie Walters of Premier Bank presented Larry Puzen, President 
of the PAHS a check for $100 for the PAHS scanner project on 
behalf of Premier Community “Pay it Forward Campaign”.

Premier Bank Donates to 
PAHS in campaign 

www.pulaskiwihistory.com

 Premier Community 
Bank recently celebrated 
a milestone of reaching 
$300,000,000 in assets. 
This accomplishment is 
only achieved because of 
the support provided by 
the people, businesses, and 
organizations they serve. 
To help celebrate, Premier 
sponsored an internal “Pay 
It Forward” campaign that 
each employee was given 
the opportunity to give 
back $100 to a charitable 
non-profit donation of their 
choice.
 Walters, who is a cur-
rent board member of the 
Pulaski Area Historical 
Society allocated her $100 
donation to the Pulaski 
Area Historical Society, 
and ear marked it for the 
“scanner project”. The 

scanner project’s mission 
to help get documents on-
line, and searchable to the 
public. The Pulaski News, 
community newspaper is 
one of the documents that 
the organization would like 
to bring on-line.
 Steve Peplinski, Mike 
Brzezinski and Steve Karcz 
are heading up the project. 
A meeting is scheduled for 
September to bring more 
information to the organiza-
tion and interested parties 
in assisting financially with 
the project. 
 If you are interested 
in attending this meeting, 
please contact; pulaskimu-
seum@gmail.com to have 
access to the zoom link to 
the virtual meeting.

Interested in Geneology?
 Join the Wisconsin 
Historical Society in an 
upcoming geneology we-
binar led by Lori Bessler, 
a Reference Librarian for 
the Wisconsin Historical 
Society.
 Webinar Information
Date: Saturday, Jan. 30th
Time: 9:00a.m-3:00 p.m. 
(includes a 15 minute 
break between lectures and 
a 45 minute lunch break. 
The link for the webinar 
is found on the Wisconsin 
Historical Society website, 
and as shown below this 
article. Registration Dead-
line: 12:00pm January 28, 
2021. All ticket sales are 
final and non-refundable.
 Lori Bessler is a Ref-
erence Librarian in the 
Wisconsin Historical Soci-
ety Library, Archives and 
Museum Collections. She 
has researched family his-
tory for over 40 years and 
lectures on various genea-
logical topics, specializing 
in brickwalls.
  Genealogical research 
entails collecting masses 
of documents and infor-
mation. Each document 

reveals a lot about our 
ancestors. Most of the 
family isn’t interested 
in the hunt. How do you 
take the information that 
you have gathered, orga-
nize it, analyze it and then 
tell the stories to your 
family members? This 
presentation will simplify 
these steps and help you 
to get your research into a 
project that can be eas-
ily shared with all family 
members.
 The PAHS also has 
our very own historians 
that help with geneol-
ogy Mike Brzezinski 
and Steven Karcz. If you 
can’t make the webinar, 
or would like to work on 
your geneology either 
Mike or Steven on how to 
get started. 

Geneology Webinar Link: https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/
organizing-analyzing-and-writing-your-family-history

Website Hosting Sponsorship Needed, 
Can You Help? 
The PAHS is looking for businesses that are interested in help-
ing defray the cost of the website hosting. For $100 per year, 
we will place your logo and a link to your website on the 
home page of the PAHS website. Space is limited. If you are 
interested email your request and send your company info to: 
pulaskimuseum@gmail.com. Thank you in advance for help-
ing to share history online.



PAHS
2020 Officers
& Directors

President, Larry Puzen
920-822-2609 • cell: 920-609-2772

email: larryjp@netnet.net

Vice-President, Tammy Brzeczkowski
920-822-4450

tammy@dynamicdesignspulaski.com

Secretary, Maria Deau
920-434-9191

maria.deau@snc.edu

Treasurer, Norine Heuser
920-822-5775 or 920-655-3754

email: dnheuser@netnet.net

Curator/Research
Steven Karcz
920-822-1762

karczpulaski@aol.com

Board Members
Dr. Gregory Jerlinga

920-655-8694
jerlinga.dentist.home@gmail.com 

Mike Brzezinski
unisysgb@gmail.com

920-401-7381

Ed Krause
edkrau@gmail.com

920-621-6105

Chris Jaworski
920-469-4770

jaws8753radtke@gmail.com

Don Mannigel
920-822-3997

rtkul8@netnet.net

Ron Maroszek
920-655-4590

rosmar79@netnet.net

Steve Peplinski
920-544-5189

Roger Brzeczkowski
rogerbrzeczkowski2019@gmail.com

920-639-4442

Pam Mannigel
920-822-3997

rtkul8@netnet.net
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Buy a Brick, Leave a Legacy!
Your donation of  $100 will give you a brick in your name (or business name) and will be perma-
nently displayed on the outside of  the museum building for years to come. What a great legacy! 
For more information Pam Mannigel at 920-822-3997. 

Pulaski Area Historical Society Establishes 
an Endowment Fund

 For the past year and a 
half a subcommittee explored 
the creation of an endowment 
fund for our museum. On 
11/30/2020 the Pulaski Area 
Historical Society board mo-
tioned to formally establish an 
endowment fund. The endow-
ment fund’s first objective is to 
grow its principal to $100,000. 
Once achieving this goal, the 
endowment will then be able 
to distribute any earnings or 
interest, up and above donated 
funds, to help with the ongoing 
costs of running the museum.
 The endowment bylaws 
allow the money to be invested 
in individual stocks, bonds, 
cash or mutual funds.  Using a 

long term investment objective, 
the intent is to grow the money 
at a faster rate than what a bank 
savings account could offer.
 The Pulaski Area Histori-
cal Society board would like to 
thank the subcommittee for all 
its hard work with drafting the 
documents needed to establish 
an endowment. These members 
include Tammy Brzeckowski, 
Rock Mannigel, Chris Jaworski, 
and posthumously, Larry Szy-
manski. Chris Jaworski donated 
$2,000 and his employer, Wells 
Fargo, matched his contribution. 
Rock and Pam Mannigel gra-
ciously donated $1,000 to initi-
ate the endowment. The endow-
ment is off to a strong start with 
a $5,000 balance! If anyone is 
interested in contributing to our 
newly created endowment fund 
please make checks payable 
to the Pulaski Area Historical 
Society and write “endowment 
fund” in the memo section of the 
check. Thank You!!

Main Street, Angelica
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In Memory
10-13-20 Orville Kubiak
10-26-20 Louise Konopka
11-19-20 Edna Palubicki
11-22-20 Madeline Krawczyk
11-22-20 Alice Kowalkowski
12/03/20 George Sanders                                                                                                             

Welcome New 
Members: 

Ed Krause
Anna Mae Pruse
Phil Przybylinski

Congrats New 2021 
PAHS Board 

Members Elected

 Dr. Gregory Jerlinga
Mike Brzezinski

Ed Krause

Pulaski Area Historical Society 

2021 Committees 
 

 

Committee Name Chairperson Committee Members 

Artifacts Claudia Ryczkowski 1. Greg Jerlinga 
2. Claudia Ryczkowski 
3. ? 

By Laws Chris Jaworski 1. Steve Peplinski 
2. ? 
3. ? 

Maintenance Rock Mannigel 1. Ron Maroszek 
2. Roger Brzeczkowski 
3. Mike Brzezinski 
4. Rock Mannigel 

Newsletter Tammy Brzeczkowski 1. Chris Jaworski 
2. Maria Deau 

Annual Dinner Larry Puzen 1. Norine Heuser 
2. Larry Puzen 
3. Ed Krause 
4. ? 

Volunteers Pam Mannigel 1. ? 

Public Relations Tammy Brzeczkowski 1. Maria Deau 
2. Greg Jerlinga 

Membership Norine Heuser 1. ? 
2. ? 

Fund Raising Larry Puzen 1. Larry Puzen 
2. Roger Brzeczkowski 
3. Greg Jerlinga 
4. Ed Krause 

Preservation Award Larry Puzen 1. Chris Jaworski 

Casimir Pulaski Days Rock and Pam Mannigel 1. Tammy Brzeczkowski 
2. ? 

Strategic Planning & Technology Tammy Brzeczkowski 1. Maria Deau 
2. Steve Peplinski 
3. Mike Brzezinski 
4. ? 

Display Claudia Ryczkowski 1. Larry Puzen 
2. ? 
3. ? 

Endowment Fund Chris Jaworski 1. Chris Jaworski 
2. Tammy Brzeczkowski 
3. Rock Mannigel 

Interested in helping out the PAHS?
Our 2021 Committees have been set, however, we can always use additional 
help. This is your chance to jump in with two feet and learn a little more 
about the museum. Take a look at the list of committees above. We challenge 
all of you to join a committee. Contact any of the board members shown on 
page 3 of this newsletter and we’d love to have you help. When you join 
a committee you also get to meet new people. It’s a win, win for everyone 
involved. 

Get active, JOIN OUR 
FACEBOOK group, learn 
and share photos, memories 

and more!



Message 
from the 
President

Dear Friends of the Pulaski 
Museum and Members of the 
PAHS,

It’s been an interesting 
year to say, and COVID-19 has 
changed the world we live in. 
The museum is only open by 
appointment until further notice. 
Feel free to contact our curator 
or any board member if you’d 
like to visit the museum. 

This year, we made history 
by hosting our Annual Meeting 
virtually. Special thank you to 
our members that made this pos-
sible. I’d also like to thank those 
of you that were able to attend 
live. We have listed the commit-
tees in this newsletter, and are 
always happy to accept help. If 
there is a committee that you 
would like to be a part of please 
contact any one of the Board 
Members to let us know.    
 As a reminder the Peplinski 
Family display is still available 
for viewing at the museum. 
Make an appointment, we’d love 
to see you there. Remember, we 
are always interested in what 
our members think. We’d love to 
hear from you!

Sincerely, 
Larry Puzen
PAHS President
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Casimir 
Pulaski Days 
February 28 - 
March 7th
Don’t forget to mark 
your calendars for Casi-
mir Pulaski Days 2021. 
The committee is plan-
ning a VIRTUAL His-
toric Bus Tour. School 
tours will take place at 
a future date, however 
the museum will be open 
additional hours during 
Casimir Pulaski Days. 
Watch for more updates 
and information coming 
soon. www.casimirpu-
laskidays.com

Thank you!
A big “thank you” goes 
out to Tom LaPlant of 
Wisconsin Document Im-
aging of Green Bay.  Tom 
has provided our museum 
with a high quality copy 
machine for several years.  
He up-graded the original 
one twice.  He was avail-
able for service at any 
time with just one phone 
call.  He did all of this 
with absolutely no cost 
to the Historical Society!  
We will miss your gener-
ous service as you begin 
your retirement.  Good 
Luck with that and thanks 
again!

Pulaski Area Historical 
Society Become a PAHS 

Member today!
Name ___________________________
Address _________________________
________________________________
City, State & Zip __________________

Renewal or New (Please circle one)
Individual $15 ____________________
Family $25 ______________________
Business $30 _____________________
Casimir Level $100+ (annually) _________
Individual Lifetime $500 (one time) ______

Total AMOUNT ENCLOSED: _______
Please make checks payable to Pulaski 
Area Historical Society: Mail to PAHS, 
P.O. Box 944, Pulaski, WI 54162.

Bird’s eye view of Pulaski, Wisconsin - Front Street and 
corner of St. Augustine Street. The home is the present home 

of Richard and Dorothy Styczynski.
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A Family Story, by Auntie Rosie (Submitted by member Rose Marie Joswick)

The Polish Speech & Other Memories
 Growing up in the small town of 
Pulaski, Wisconsin, Polish-speaking 
people were in the majority.  Both my 
Mother and Dad spoke Polish, but 
it was their ‘secret’ language when 
they did not want us to know what 
they were talking about.  Sermons at 
Sunday Mass were in Polish, however 
the 10 o’clock Mass had an English 
sermon.  I attended the Parochial 
school, starting in the third grade.  
We were taught by the Sisters of St. 
Joseph who spoke Polish, as did the 
Pastor and his Assistant.  My teacher 
was Sister Mary Lucentia.  She sent a 
note home with me for my mother.  It 
said that my dresses were too short.  
My mother was furious!  At Easter-
time, we scrubbed the floors of the 
church as well as our classroom.  The 
girls scrubbed and the boys carried the 
buckets of hot water.  The nuns taught 
us how to scrub in large crescents (on 
our knees), followed by a rinse in the 
same area.  I got splinters under my 
fingernails and “dishpan” hands from 
the strong soap we used.  My mother 
did not like this ‘work’ for eight-year-
olds either.
 The town had a large Catholic 
church, “Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary”.  Assumption of the 
BVM for short.  There were several 
Masses on Sunday.  I belonged to the 
Catholic Girls Sodality.  We wore 
small white satin capes lined in blue, 
with white tams to match when it was 
our Sunday to be present at Mass.  We 
marched in and sat in the front pews.  
I embarrassed myself when Marilyn 
Murdzek and I got the giggles one 
time.  
 In Parochial school, we attended 
Mass every morning before our school 
day.  The church was across the street.  
I was on the choir from the third grade 
on.  We sang hymns in Polish, which I 
quickly learned how to pronounce the 
words.  But I had no idea what they 
meant!  Somehow this did not seem 
odd to me at the time.
 I recall one Saint’s Day that was 
observed by us students.  It was Father 
Timothy’s Names Day—he was our 
Pastor.  Sister Lucentia planned a 
special program for him.  She taught 
several of us girls a ‘dance’ for which 
we had matching long dresses spe-

cially made with matching hats.  I was 
selected to give the speech….in Polish.  
I memorized the speech that the nun 
wrote out for me.  There I was in the 
middle of the stage in front of the cur-
tain…to greet Father Tim.  Again, I had 
no idea what I was saying because it 
was all in Polish!  I started out just fine, 
but all of a sudden, I lost my train of 
thought and stopped in a panic.  Father 
Tim just sat there in front of me in his 
brown robe, with a Buddha-like smile 
on his face---I could see the glinting of 
his front gold tooth.  Finally, he said, 
“Just start over”.  I did and got through 
it, with great relief!  Maybe that’s why 
I don’t like to speak in public now.
 Our town also had a large Francis-
can Monastery filled with “brothers” in 
brown robes.  They operated a “Print-
ery” where they published a monthly 
magazine, “The Franciscan Messenger” 
in both English and Polish.  They also 
sold rosaries and holy cards…and 
Christmas cards in both English and 
Polish.  Some years, we 7th and 8th 
graders would be called to sort and box 
the Christmas cards during the school 
day.  This was in the basement of the 
church.
 In my high school years, I had a 
job at the “Log Cabin” on the grounds 
of the monastery.  This was after school 
and during the summers.  My supervi-
sor was Brother Joe.   He liked to listen 
to the Braves baseball games on the 
radio.  I too soon became a fan and 
learned all the players names.  I would 
operate the addressograph that printed 
the addresses of people who subscribed 
to the magazine.  Another task was to 
keep the addresses of the subscribers up 
to date.  I learned where the Polish-
speaking towns and cities were in the 
US.
 Back in the 7th grade, I asked the 
teacher nun, Sister Amantia, if she 
would teach us Polish.  She agreed and 
provided us with language books in 
elementary Polish.  There was a small 
group of us that met before her desk 
once a week.  It didn’t work very well 
because a couple of the boys spoke 
Polish at home, so they were advanced 
compared to me.  I learned to say. “Ona 
ma nos” (I have a nose) and “konicki”, 
the name for horse.  Not very practical.  

Seems like my parents strived to be 
“American”, and that meant not speak-
ing in Polish from the Old Country!
 There were some local boys who 
grew up to become Catholic priests.  
On those occasions, maybe up to 
twelve of us elementary school girls 
were chosen to be attendants/flower 
girls at the ceremony in church.  We 
had special matching dresses made for 
us…with hats to match.  The mothers 
would get together and make decisions 
about what we would wear.  My mother 
insisted that the dresses be long ones 
since my knees were covered with 
scabs from falls on the sidewalk when I 
was roller skating!
 In all, it was a wholesome and safe 
place to grow up.  Everyone knew us 
and we played outdoors all summer 
long, usually in our neighborhood.  
When we lived across the street from 
the high school, we would sometimes 
go to where my Dad’s office was above 
the main entrance.  We would call up 
to him and ask for money to buy ice 
cream cones at “Margies”.  He would 
open his window and toss coins down 
to us, laughing all the while at us 
scrambling for the nickels and dimes.   
 The school building was open during 
the summers and we would often go 
inside and play “school” in the class-
rooms or conduct a “play” on the stage.  
There was a trampoline in the gym that 
was fun---and it was more fun when 
our Dad came down to try it out.  He 
was hilarious!
 I attended first and second grade 
in the public school.  I was envious of 
the children who brought their lunches 
to school in paper bags.  So I asked 
my mother if she would make me a 
lunch like that, which she did.  As I 
was happily eating my peanut butter 
sandwich on the bleachers in the gym 
with the other kids, she appeared on the 
balcony in her apron, scolding me for 
not coming home for a nice hot lunch.  
When I complained, she claimed that 
sandwich was for my recess.  Even in 
high school, we all went home for our 
noon meal.
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LIST OF CHEESE FACTORIES - MAY 1928
OPERATOR ADDRESS FACTORY NAME

Adamski, Andrew Seymour, R. 2 Hofa Park

Banaszynski, Leo L Pulaski, R. 3 Square Deal

Belle Plaine & Richmond Cheese & Butter 
Assoc

Shawano, R. 3 Belle Plaine & 
Richmond

Bergner, Emil A Bonduel, R. 3 Highland

Birnamwood Cry. Co Birnamwood Birnamwood

Bleick, W. C Bonduel, R. 2 Top Hill

Boettcher, August Cecil Washington

Braatz, William F. Shawano, R. 3 Elm Grove

Brei, Julius Clintonville, R. 3 Mill Creek

Brzezinski Bros Krakow Krakow

A. W. Buss & Louis Schultz Tigerton, R. 3 Valley View

Buss, Frank R Caroline Caroline

Casper, Robert Joseph Split Rock Split Rock

Ciesietczyk, Xavier Pulaski, R. 3 Angelica

Dehn, Henry W Bonduel, R. 2 Hillcrest

Dieck, Adolph Leopolis, R. 4 Brunner's Corner

Draheim, William F Mattoon Mattoon

Ebel, Otto Cecil Cecil

Ebert, C. J.  Gresham Gresham

Elm Gr. Ch. & Btr. Co Marion Elm Grove

Farmers Coop. Ch. As. of Red Spring Gresham, R. 1 Farmers Coop.

Flynn, Frank A Pulaski Briarton

Fountain Coop. Ch. Fcty. Assoc Shawano, R. 1 Fountain

Ganschow Bros Bonduel Ganschow

Grant Ch. & Btr. Co Shawano, R. No. 1  Grant

Gruenstern, Edward Marion, R. 2 Pella

Harbarth, Henry A Wittenberg Riverside

Harman, Edgar C Shawano, R. 3 Mill Creek Valley

Hilse, Alfred Birnamwood, R. 4 East Aniwa

Huebner, William F Belle Plaine Belle Plaine

Janke, H. E Birnamwood, R. 1 Five Corners

Knaack, Emil Tigerton Blue Ribbon

SHAWANO COUNTY
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Casimir Pulaski Days
February 28 - March 7th
2021

Old Krakow School 1927
Krakow School

1929


