
Pulaski Area Historical
Society, Inc. Newsletter

Pulaski, Wisconsin
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Calendar of Events
Upcoming Board Meetings

Board Meetings will be virtual meetings, how-
ever the meetings are subject to change.

6:30 p.m.
June 28
July 26

August 23
Visit our website for more information

www.pulaskiwihistory.com
Like us on facebook too!
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Save the Date!
Pulaski Historical Society 

Annual Meeting
Hybrid Version

Virtual & In-Person
Wednesday, October 20, 2021

American Legion Hall
6:30 pm

Refreshments & Snacks
(Virtual by Zoom Link)

We are excited to be able to offer both options of 
in-person and virtual this year for our annual meet-
ing. Members will be able to participate and vote 
in-person and virtually.

By Maria Deau

Big things are underway at the Pulaski Museum. We 
are currently in the process of  going through everything 
at the museum and sorting out our collections. The mu-
seum needs to be organized because we will be starting to 
renovate.

We have a running list of  things we would like to 
update at the museum. First we would like to take out most 
of  the walls and small rooms so we have a big open space 
to play with once the renovation is complete. The rooms 
that will be taken out will be the Military Room, Religious 
Room, and the Kitchen. This will open up the space to 
feel like one large room. To help customize our staging 
areas, movable walls will be made so we have the option of  
switching up the environment based on whatever we will be 
displaying.

The whole idea behind this renovation is to give you, 
our members, and the community a reason to come back 
to the museum by switching up our displays through the 
year! Of  course, we will have a “permanent collection”. 
This collection will be displayed in the museum at all times, 
however, everything else will be constantly moving and 
changing.

This renovation was made possible by an exceptionally 
generous donation from the Village Companies. They do-
nated $10,000 to the Pulaski Area Historical Society. Thank 
you so much for your contribution to our organization. This 
is a very exciting project for our community. Check out the 
website to view the floor plans.

Pulaski Area Historical Society 
Awarded $10,000 Grant

Maria Deau proudly accepts a check from Larry Treankler from The Vil-
lage Companies in the amount of $10,000 for the Pulaski Area Historical 
Society.
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Get your Tickets to the 
Brown County Road Rally

https://browncohistoricalsoc.org/event/

 The PAHS invites 
you to join us in Pulaski 
on August 21, 2021 for 
another leg of the Roads, 
Rivers, Trails, and Rails 
Rally sponsored by the 
Brown County Historical 
Society.
 Pulaski is a small 
community located at the 
corners of three coun-
ties (Brown, Shawano, 
and Oconto) with a rich 
history dating back to 
1887 when J.J. Hof gave 
120 acres of land to the 
Catholic Church to build 
a monastery for the Pol-
ish Fathers of the Order 
of Friar’s Minor (the 
Franciscans). Afterwards 
Polish settlers started to 
arrive to the new com-
munity first from neigh-
boring Hofa Park, and 
then from other states 
and as far away as Can-
ada and Europe! Outside 
of the friars the first ac-
tual settler was Valentine 
Peplinski, who operated 
a general store that sup-
ported the early commu-

nity (Pulaski wasn’t much 
until late 1906 when the 
railroad came through and 
it wasn’t officially incor-
porated as a village until 
1910).
 So please join us on 
August 21st and learn 
about Pulaski’s ties to 
the railroad, background 
on Highway 32 (along 
with our ties to one of 
the shortest highways in 
the state of Wisconsin; 
3.4 miles), and its color-
ful and historic roadside 
shrines which dot the 
countryside surround-
ing the community (most 
date back to 1901). There 
will be learning events, a 
chance to meet members 
of the PAHS, and play a 
game or dance the Polka. 
Dziękuję!
 For more information 
or to get your tickets for 
the event and join in the 
fun check out the website 
below, and we’ll see you 
on August 21st.      

Introducing the Pulaski 
Area Historical Society’s 
archive website 
 The Brown County Li-
brary’s Mary Ann Herber 
recently commented that 
much of local history is not 
on the internet.  Instead, 
she implied that local 
history can only be found 
by searching your local 
library or museum.  We’re 
trying to change that at 
the Pulaski area Historical 
society.  

 In early March, 2021, 
We added a website that 
hosts many of our local 
history documents.  Our 
community has been 
fortunate to have a cadre 
of local historians who 
researched and docu-
mented the area’s past.  
Some researched their 
genealogy and wrote 
their family’s history and 

accomplishments.  Others 
documented the early days 
of the area where they grew 
up.  The late Ray Brusky 
wrote about the towns of 
Lessor and Maple Grove.  
Mrs. Emil (Matie) Berndt 
compiled the history of 
Angelica.   Then there is the 
Pulaski Franciscan Com-
munity.  The Polish friars 
who came to Pulaski in 
1887 were educated men.  

They started schools to 
educate the immigrants 
and they documented the 
history of their community.  
As the local churches grew 
and celebrated 25th, 50th, 
or 75th anniversaries, they 
published books document-
ing their historic growth.  
Now much of this mate-
rial is at your fingertips.  
You can find it at www.
archivePAHS.org. You can 
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President, Larry Puzen
920-822-2609 • cell: 920-609-2772

email: larryjp@netnet.net
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920-469-4770
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rtkul8@netnet.net
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also find a link on the current 
website www.pulaskiwihis-
tory.com. 
  
What will you find at ar-
chivePAHS.org?
 All of the documents 
mentioned above are fully 
searchable!  That means that 
you can type in a pioneer  or 
relative’s name and search 
through the entire archive for 
any time that it was men-
tioned. Maybe you’ll find a 
photo caption from one of 
the classes at Polandi school.  
Maybe you’ll learn about the 
in kind contributions your 
ancestor made towards erect-
ing a local church.  Even if 
you don’t find your grandfa-
ther’s grade school graduation 
picture, you’ll find fascinating 
details about life in the early 
days of Pulaski and the sur-
rounding communities. The 
local historians who wrote 
these books did extensive re-
search to document the lives 
and trials of the early settlers.  
Father Constantine Klukows-
ki, a Franciscan Priest who 
did extensive local historical 
research conducted a series of 
in person interviews in 1953 
with aged pioneers. These 
included John Lepak, Otto 
Krause, John Peplinski, John 
Milewski, Stanley Konopka, 
Vincent Krygier, Anna Chars, 
August Labudd, Mrs John 
Isaac, Cecilia Schaden,  John 
Grych and others. Father 
Constantine earned a Masters 
degree in Polish Studies from 
De Paul University in Chi-
cago. He published his thesis 
(written entirely in Polish) 
in 1954 and the Pulaski Area 

Historical Society possesses an 
original copy of it.  You can find 
it in the original Polish on the ar-
chivePAHS.org website, as well 
as an English translation created 
by PAHS board member Mike 
Brzezinski.  
Coming soon!
 The State Historical Society 
has microfilm archives of the 
Pulaski News dating to the early 
1940s. We have been correspond-
ing with them for over a year in 
an effort to acquire digital scans 
of this archive suitable for post-
ing on our archivePAHS.org 
website.  The Covid lockdown 
led to delays as their staff was 
working from home.  Eventu-
ally we hope to post this entire 
archive on our website.  We need 
your help to make this happen.  
The State Historical Society 
charges a fee to retrieve the 
archive from storage and convert 
it to a format that can be added 
to our website.  It will cost the 
Pulaski Area Historical Society 
about $100 for each of the 30 
reels of microfilm.  We cannot 
afford this without your help.  
Please consider an earmarked 
donation to our archive project so 
that we can afford to acquire the 
Pulaski News archive and make 
it available to view on the inter-
net.
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Wondering what is happening at the museum?

There is a lot happen-
ing at the museum, inside 
and outside. Taking care of 
the outside of the museum 
is priority. Once the out-
side work is done our in-
side project of freshening 
up the museum will take 
place. The purpose for this 
is to be able to create a 
musuem that brings people 
back.  With the renova-
tions we will be able to 
change out displays more 
frequently, provide a more 
organized environment 
for research, and give the 
museum a facelift.

Inside: Walls will be 
removed, moveable walls 

Become a PAHS 
Member today!

Name ___________________________
Address _________________________
________________________________
City, State & Zip __________________

Renewal or New (Please circle one)
Individual $15 ____________________
Family $25 ______________________
Business $30 _____________________
Casimir Level $100+ (annually) _________
Individual Lifetime $500 (one time) ______

Total AMOUNT ENCLOSED: _______
Please make checks payable to Pulaski 
Area Historical Society: Mail to PAHS, 
P.O. Box 944, Pulaski, WI 54162.

Get active, JOIN OUR 
FACEBOOK group, learn 
and share photos, memories 

and more!

President Larry Puzen, along with Board Member Ron Maroszek, 
work on cleaning, organization and preparing the museum for renova-
tions.

will be built, new flooring 
and a fresh coat of paint 
is what everyone can look 
forward too.

Outside: Brent Blaser 
Construction will remove 
backdoor, set new grade-
level,  install new rough-
opening for new door,  
pour 7 foot long ramp 
into the museum, and new 
grade-level sidewalk along 
the back wall.  Weather 
permitting, work will 
begin the second week of 
July.  The insulation and 
steel siding of our entire 
museum building should 
begin the second week 
of June.   The contractor 
is Bontrager Brothers of 
Bonduel.

Left to right: Maria Deau, Steven Karcz (Curator) and Steve Peplinski, 
start the process of cleaning and organizing the inside of the musem. 
The start of an exciting time at the museum.



Message from the President

Dear Friends of the Pulaski 
Museum and Members of the 
PAHS,

Even though our doors have 
been been only open by appoint-
ment this year, we are busy with 
a big project. We are organizat-
ing and renovating the museum.
Maria Deau is heading up this 
project. Through a big dona-
tion we have begun a project 
that will allow us to change out 
exhibits, giving people a reason 
to come back to the museum. 
A second big project that we 
have begun through the efforts 
of Steve Peplinski and several 
other members, is our Archive 
project. Now you can research 
photos and online documents 
found in our museum right 
online. This is work in progress, 
and every week more items are 
added.

Our annual meeting will be 
both virtual and in-person, and 
we’ll be able to conduct voting 
too. We will not have a din-
ner, however refreshments and 
snacks will be available at our 
annual meeting. More informa-
tion to come on this. 

Visit our YouTube page to 
see the lastest Board Meetings, 
and other historical videos your 
members have put together.  If 
there is a committee that you 
would like to be a part of please 
contact any one of the Board 
Members to let us know.   

Sincerely, 
Larry Puzen
PAHS President
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In Memory
John Mihalko
Marjorie Bluma
Greg Jerlinga

Thank you...
Special thank you to Patty 

Cooney for putting together the 
listing for those that were part of 
the Heritage Award in 1992. There 
were over 220 Individuals and 
businesses that contributed to the 
museum project. The award with 
all of the names will be displayed at 
the museum. Special thank you to 
Robin Wasielewski from Wonder 
Signs for her printing donation for 
the project. It’s been a long time, 
and we are happy to have this Heri-
tage Award finally finished and will 
soon have a home at our museum 
as we start yet another museum 
project.

Advertisement from the Green Bay Register, Fri-
day, July 3, 1970.

How Would You 
Like To Learn a 
Little More about 
Poland and the Pol-
ish Heritage?
Check out the Polish Workshops 
available locally for small groups.
Visit our website for information 
on upcoming workshops by Mal-
gosia Daugherty, President of the 
Polish Heritage Society of NEW. 
Through AirBNB, these Polish 
Workshops are now available.

www.pulaskiwihistory.com
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Mike Marnocha talked to the audience 
at Wicka’s Bar during historical Casimir 
Pulaski Days in March. He talked about 
his life as a musician. Even through a 
pandemic, Casimir Pulaski Days didn’t 
miss a beat. The Pulaski Area Histori-
cal Society put on a virtual bus tour. To 
view the Historic Bus Tour Videos go to 
the www.pulaskiwihistory.com and click 
on Subscribe to our YouTube Channel 
which can be found on the home page 
of  the website, www.pulaskwihistory.
com.

Tom & Todd Blasczyk
Audrey & Bill Peters

Lester Radtke
Arlene Rohloff

Caylor Photography 
Jolene & Rolf White

Cory & Carol Witthuhn  
& Jena Socha

Kristin & Joe Kolkowski
 Frank & Marlene Berna

PAHS
Endowment

Donors to Date
Thank you!

Chris Jaworski
Wells Fargo

Rock & Pam Mannigel
Bruce McKeefry
Mary Julia Drella

Total so far is: $8,250.00

If you’d like to help the Pulaski 
Area Historical Society to ensure 
what we are doing continues in 
the future, please reach out to any 
board member. The endowment 
fund that was recently set up is just 
one of the many areas that you can 
help us. We also have our brick 
fundraiser, our current renova-
tion project, the online archive 
project and the newsletter. We’d 
love to have you help us in any way 
you can! Thank you in advance.

Welcome to the first of many 
updates I will be bringing you as 
Curator of the PAHS. We thought 
it would be a good idea to give you 
quarterly updates on my work to 
give you some idea on the sorts of 
projects we regularly undertake and 
what services we provide to the 
community. 

Several months back I was 
asked to uncover the history of the 
local shrines dotting the county-
side north and south of town. I am 
going to unveil my findings later 
this summer through an article in 
the Pulaski News and at the 2021 
Brown County Historical Society’s 
Roads, Rivers, Rails, and Trails 
Rally on August 21st (please join 
us at the Mountain Bay Bar & Grill 
that day to learn more). And speak-
ing of historical societies the last 
few weekends I’ve been visiting 
neighboring groups including the 
Door County Historical Society and 
Kewaunee County’s Agricultural 
Heritage & Resources organization 
(both wonderful groups). 

0n June 14th the American 
Legion Post 337 is going to be cel-
ebrating the centennial of its found-
ing and I was asked to find any de-
scendants of the charter member (I 
was able to locate several). A similar 
project I am working on involves 
identifying Civil War veterans that 
lived and died in the Pulaski area 
(there are more than you’d think, 
the most prominent being William 
Upham, one of the founding men 
in Angelica who later established 
Marshfield, Wisconsin and became 
the state’s 18th governor). 

Other projects that have popped 
up include many new (and recently 
discovered) artifacts, identifying 
old photographs, building family 
histories, assisting in renovations 

at the museum, promoting our new 
digital archive, and numerous posts 
to our Facebook page (including the 
amazing story behind a photo found 
at the museum of a dashing Polish 
adventurer, W.T. Borsukiewicz, who 
crossed the globe multiple times in 
the early to mid-1920s; often on foot). 
The photo likely came from a Pulaski 
local who went to see him speak 
while he was visiting Menasha…. 

In closing, I would like to take to 
opportunity to thank all our members, 
volunteers, donors, patrons, and visi-
tors. Your interest in the organization 
is what keeps us afloat and growing. 
Thank you for being so supportive 
and engaging.    
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Check out one of the PAHS early newsletters 1973



Pulaski Area Historical Society
129 West Pulaski Street
P.O. Box 944
Pulaski, WI 54162
Address Correction Requested
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Pulaski Polka Days
July 15-16-17-18
Watch for us in the parade!

Caption This!

Stanley Krysiak on the bus. Loyal Berg, Police 
Officer. Probably a County Police Officer.

Betty and Orville Kubiak, couple on the left. Orville Ku-
biak passed away on October 13, 2020. Beginning his 
military career in WWII as a flight instructor, he resumed 
his career in the Reserves and National Guard, retiring as a 
Major.


