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Calendar of Events
Upcoming Board Meetings

Board Meetings will be in person however the 
meetings are subject to change.

June 27
July 25

August 29
September 26

October 26 - Annual Meeting
Visit our website for more information

www.pulaskiwihistory.com
Like us on facebook too!
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Gary Drzewiecki’s improbable story of survival
Most people are familiar 

with local Pulaski resident, 
Gary Drzewiecki. In the 
past, Gary served as Pu-
laski Village President from 
1987 – 1991 and also in the 
Wisconsin State Senate from 
1993 – 2001. However, these 
terms of public service could 
very well have never taken 
place. The following story is 
Gary’s recollection of a tragic 
farm accident that almost 
cost him his life. The incident 
took place at the Drezewiecki 

homestead located on West 
Town Road near Pulaski. The 
farm, at that time, was owned 
by Gary’s parents, Wallace 
and Marcella Drezewiecki. 
Gary’s story, in his words, are 
as follows:

Julie and I were mar-
ried on September 3rd, 1982. 
The honeymoon was short 
because on October 18th of 
that year tragedy struck. My 
brother Dennis and I were 
finishing up filling a steel 
silo. Before I start my reflec-

tion on this accident a bit of 
history on the silo which, as 
you will see, is a big part of 
the mishap.

This silo was purchased 
by my dad at an auction in 
Hobart around 1977. The 
silo was manufactured by 

the Silver King company 
and was comprised of small 
curved shaped steel panels all 
bolted into place. In order to 
save time, my father hired a 
crane to disassemble the silo 
into two large 22 foot long 
sections. It was carefully laid 

An example of Martin Silver King steel silo that is 
standing, similar to silo on the Drzewiecki farm.

continued on page 4



2

Welcome Pam Marnocha 
Janssen to the Board

History informs us… it 
also forms us. Our knowl-
edge of history and the 
stories we share become a 
part of our identity. “His-
story” and “her-story” tell us 
what happened and what it 
felt like, and point us to our 
tomorrows. While I am not 
very good with memorizing 
dates and data, the timelines 
and stories, woven together, 
are the most exciting and 
interesting parts of history 
for me. 

My name is Pam (Mar-
nocha) Janssen, and I was 
recently invited to serve on 
the Board of Directors of the 
PAHS. A ‘local’ who grew 
up and has lived in Pulaski 
almost all of my life, I re-
cently retired (well, mostly) 
and sold my family business, 
Marnocha Funeral Home, 
after 45 years of personally 
serving Pulaski and the sur-
rounding community. Over 
those decades, I was invited 
to hear the life stories of 
thousands of area residents, 
their roots, and their connec-
tions to both family and oth-

ers in the community. My 
most outstanding memory 
of Pulaski is from a sad 
event. When our fire chief, 
Frank Wichlacz, was killed 
in the line of duty, his de-
partment and their families 
followed his casket, borne 
on the antique fire truck he 
restored, walking from the 
funeral home to the high 
school for his visitation. The 
streets were lined with resi-
dents, all along the route. 
People stood as we passed, 
men removed their hats, and 
everyone put their hands 
over their hearts. Wow.

The work I did, those 
stories, and my love for the 
community are part of the 
resources I hope to bring to 
the table at the PAHS. I am 
both a story-listener and a 
story-teller, and have the 
experience and skills to do 
that with and without words. 
My career has also provided 
me with the ability to plan 
and collaborate with others 
to focus on what is neces-
sary and/or desirable and 
to make things happen. In 
just a few short months I am 
delighted to have witnessed 
the servant leadership style 
of all the board members 
who serve our Pulaski Area 
Historical Society. It is an 
honor and a blessing to be 
a part of this wonderful 
organization.

Museum Receives 
Donation from the Family 
of late Roger Brzeczkowski.

In May, The Pulaski Area Historical Society re-
ceived a monetary donation from the family Roger 
Brzeczkowski of $500 to be utilized for building mainte-
nance and upgrades.

Roger was on the Board of Directors when he was 
diagnosed with liver cancer in August. Prior, to his ill-
ness he was an active member of the organization, and 
took pride maintaining the lawn and landscaping at the 
museum with his grandsons, Zachary, Joshua and Bran-
don. Roger passed away on October 29, 2021.

ABVM Council of Catholic  
Women Donate to PAHS

On Thursday, March 24, 2022, PAHS member Tam-
my Brzeczkowski provided a slide show presenta-
tion about the Pulaski Area Historical Society. As a 
thank you, the ABVM Council of Catholic Women 
donated $75 to the society. 

Get active and JOIN OUR 
FACEBOOK group. To date we have almost 600 members, 

learning, sharing memories and more!

Roger Brzeczkowski and Grandson, Zach mowing 
lawn at the museum.



PAHS
2022 Officers
& Directors

President, Larry Puzen
920-822-2609 • cell: 920-609-2772

email: larryjp@netnet.net

VP, Tammy Brzeczkowski
920-822-4450

tammy@dynamicdesignspulaski.com

Secretary, Maria Deau
920-655-4138

maria.deau@snc.edu

Treasurer, Norine Heuser
920-822-5775 or 920-655-3754

email: dnheuser@netnet.net

Curator/Research
Steven Karcz
920-822-1762

karczpulaski@aol.com

Board Members
Mike Brzezinski

unisysgb@gmail.com
920-401-7381

Chris Jaworski
920-469-4770

jaws8753radtke@gmail.com

Don Mannigel
920-822-3997

rtkul8@netnet.net

Ron Maroszek
920-655-4590

rosmar79@netnet.net

Steve Peplinski
stevepep@gmail.com

920-544-5189

Pam Janssen
Email: pammiej555@gmail.com

Phone: 920-655-0116

Tim Prokash 
timprokash21@gmail.com

Phone: 920-619-1094

Pam Mannigel
920-822-3997

rtkul8@netnet.net
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Cindy & Rod Clark
Richard Liss
Dennis G. & Joan Majewski
Nancy M. Michael
Rosa & Eugene Nelson
Tom & Linda Pecht
Ed & Denise Plonka
Tim Prokash
Mary Ryan
Ken & Karen Uhland
Sandi & Pete Wilcox

In Memory of PAHS 
Members Who Recently 
Passed Away

On 11/30/2020 the Pulaski Area 
Historical Society board motioned 
to formally establish an endowment 
fund. The endowment fund’s first 
objective is to grow its principal to 
$100,000. Once achieving this goal, 
the endowment will then be able to 
distribute any earnings or interest, 
up and above the donated funds, to 
help with ongoing costs of running 
the museum.

So far, our endowment fund 
has received a total of $15,915 in 
donations. The Pulaski Area His-
torical Society would like to thank 
the following individuals for their 

Roger Brzeczkowski 
Oct. 2021
Ed Krause
 Nov 2021
Irene Szymanski
Nov 2021

Endowment Update
contributions: Rock & Pam Manni-
gel, Bruce McKeefry, Mary Drella, 
Lloyd Wielgus, Jim & Mary Lou 
Majewski, Larry Puzen, Pulaski 
United Foundation, Lester Radtke, 
Richard Liss, Susan Kroll, Jim 
& Kathy Matthew, Sandi & Pete 
Wilcox, Doris Malcheski, Mariella 
Flanagan, and Chris Jaworski.

If anyone is interested in con-
tributing to our newly created en-
dowment fund, please make checks 
payable to the Pulaski Area Histori-
cal Society and write “Endowment 
Fund” in the memo section of the 
check. Thank you!

Howard & Diane Zernicke
Dawn Clark
Pam & Scott Janssen
Vanice Ferfecki
Clyde & Barbara Smith
Rosemary Gajewski
Ken Wichlacz Family
Mountain Bay Bar & Grill
Pulaski Dairy Queen
Richard Pamperin
Sound Check

John Gracyalny
Jan. 2022
Fred Kestly
Feb 2022
Rosie Stachura
April 2022

Richard Kabara
April 2022
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Gary Drzewiecki’s story...continued from front page.

down on a trailer and braced 
open. Back on the farm we 
had prepared a concrete 
footing for the silo to stand 
on. My family and friends 
watched in amazement 
as the crane lowered the 
first section. After the first 
section was placed, scaf-
folding was set up and then 
the crane lifted the second 
section on top of the first 
one. The bolts used, to hold 
the silo together were 5/16 
in diameter and were spaced 

three inches apart in a com-
plete circle. As far as silos 
go this one was a relatively 
skinny one measuring 12 
feet four inches in diameter 
and, including the footing, 
stood 45 feet high.  The first 
year it was filled we used 
ropes to pull the metal roof 
up to the top in relatively 
small sections. I then stood 
on top of the corn silage and 
reassembled the roof myself. 
As with most silos, there 
were two ways to access 

the top, an outside ladder 
and also an inside ladder 
located in the chute.

Fast forward to the year 
1982. The silo was almost 
filled but the last load was 
proving to be a challenge. 
I climbed up the silo and 
replaced the fixed blower 
pipe spout with a flexible 
one. I then stood inside the 
silo as my brother Dennis 
ran the chopper box wagon 
and blower down below. 
With the flex pipe I was 
able to distribute the corn 
silage all around the top 
of the silo. The roof did a 
great job of containing the 
silage and Dennis would 
stop the flow so I could 
stomp down and com-
pact it. He would run up 
maybe, ten wheel barrows 
of material at a time, and I 
would repeat the stomping 
process until the last of the 
silage was emptied from 
the wagon below. However, 
by the time we finished, 
I found it impossible to 
exit the silo. The silage 
had completely blocked 
the inside silo chute lad-
der and the blower pipe 
prevented me from exiting 
the outside ladder. I tried 
several times to unclamp 
the flex spout but couldn’t 
reach the clamp’s unlock-
ing mechanism. I asked 
my brother to climb the 
outside ladder and unlatch 
the clamp but he wouldn’t 
do it because of his fear of 
heights. After struggling to 
loosen the clamp for about 
20 minutes my brother was 
putting equipment away at 
the bottom of the silo. He 
then called out to me and 
was wondering why I was 

throwing bolts down at 
him. I stated that I was not 
throwing bolts and had no 
idea what he was talking 
about. Dennis then noticed 
that the outside ladder of 
the silo, which I wanted 
him to climb, was breaking 
off. He then witnessed the 
steel panels about seven 
and one half feet above 
ground level were collaps-
ing similar to bellows on 
an accordion. Now by this 
time the silo was off its 
vertical axis and starting to 
lean towards the equipment 
down below. I asked Dennis 
to rush and get the tractor 
and wagon plus the tractor 
and forage blower away 
from the silo to prevent 
their imminent destruction. 
He was able to drive the 
tractor and wagon away but 
not the tractor and blower. 
The situation did not look 
good and Dennis said there 
was nothing more he could 
do and that it was impos-
sible to help. My comment 
to him was threefold. First, 
I stated that I had a new 
pair of glasses and I would 
put them in my inner pocket 
of my t-shirt so they would 
be able to find them for the 
funeral home. Secondly, I 
told my brother that I loved 
him very much and wished 
I could have figured a way 
out of this. My last com-
ment was to tell the Lord 
I was coming home early. 
As the silo gave way my 
mother, who was watch-
ing the situation take place, 
claims she saw me flying 
in mid-air as I rode the silo 
down.  

I don’t remember any-
thing until some moments 

continued on page 5

Collapsed Silver King steel silo on the Drzewiecki 
homestead near Pulaski. October 1982.

Julie, Marcella, and Gary Drzewiecki at WI State 
Fair, August 6, 2002, 



Message from the President

Dear Friends of the Pulaski 
Museum and Members of the 
PAHS,

The last time I spoke to 
you was in our fall newslet-
ter, and we were in the process 
of removing our displays and 
artifacts from our display area to 
make room for renovations! 

The removal of the walls, 
new ceiling and lights, carpet-
ing and painting of the walls has 
been completed. We are in the 
process of designing displays, 
some permanent and some mov-
able. Our intent is to complete 
this for Polka Days Weekend 
which will include a special Rib-
bon Cutting Event along with a 
Pie and Ice-Cream Social. More 
details to follow. If you are on 
Facebook you may have seen 
photos of the work being done. 

Our Annual Meeting is 
tentatively set for October 26, 
2022 - celebrating 50 years, so 
this will be a special meeting, 
and we’ll keep you informed as 
this progresses too.

I would like to thank all that 
have contributed their time to 
get to this point in our project. 
We continue to need volunteers, 
so please feel free to reach out to 
any board member if you would 
have a couple hours a month to 
help us.

Sincerely, 
Larry Puzen
PAHS President
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after being on the ground 
covered in steel and silage. 
My brother, Dennis, couldn’t 
find me amidst the rubble 
and the next door neighbor, 
who saw what happened, 
came over running. They 
knew I was covered but had 
no idea where I was. The 
neighbor and Dennis then 
started calling out my name 
and I moaned some sort of 
response. They were able to 
dig away the silage so I could 
breathe. The rescue squad 
had been called and was on 
its way. Now, my wife Julie 
and I lived in Pulaski and our 
house was almost across the 

street from the fire depart-
ment and rescue squad. She 
saw the vehicles leave after 
the siren blew and comment-
ed to her folks how glad she 
was to live across the street 
from such a facility. Julie 
then received a call from my 
mother and was told to rush 
to the farm. She showed up 
just as the medics were load-
ing me on a gurney into the 
ambulance.  

At this point all I remem-
ber was the excruciating pain. 
The pain continued all the 
while I was in the hospital 
too. As it turned out I ended 
up with a broken clavicle, 

five broken ribs, a punctured 
lung, contusions to the heart, 
and some kidney damage. I 
also crushed a few teeth as a 
result of the impact. We had 
no health insurance at the 
time and it took my wife and 
I eight years to pay all the 
medical bills. I remained in 
ICU for a little over five days 
and was discharged directly 
to my home. I will forever 
be thankful for my brother 
Dennis and the neighbor who 
uncovered me so I could 
breathe, plus the rescue 

continued on page 6

Take Out Carpet
Take Out Ceiling Tiles 
Take Out Insulation
Electricial Rewiring

MID FEB. 2022
T H R O U G H
MID MAR. 2022

Paint Ceiling Grid
Replace Ceiling Tiles
Paint all Walls/Doors/Everything

MID MAR. 2022
T H R O U G H
APRIL 2022

Install New Toilet and Sink
Install new flooring

APRIL 2022

Build Movable Walls
Plan Displays
Compose/layout Displays

MAY 2022
T H R O U G H
JULY 2022

POLKA DAYS
OPEN HOUSE
WEEKEND!

Clean Out: 
  • Attic
  • Military Room
  • Religious Room
  • Kitchen Display
  • Each Section of Display Floor
  • Front Office
Go Through/Organize Filing Cabinets
Knock Out All Walls
(Military and Religious room walls as well as walls 
sectioning off the kitchen display)

MAR. 2021
T H R O U G H
MID FEB. 2022

M U S E U M  R E N O V A T I O N TIMELINE



6

The PAHS thanks all of 
you who purchased bricks to 
be placed on the outside front 
wall of the museum. In 2012 
Mike Blohowiak (a board 
member at the time) came up 
with the suggestion of this 
brick fundraiser to provide 
money to do museum projects.  
The upstairs was foam insulat-
ed using this money.  The wall 
was made more secure last fall 
and bricks were added to it by 
Tim Prokash and Paul Liss.  
We now have a new group of 
bricks to go on the wall when 
it warms up.  We have sold 230 
bricks and will continue to sell 
bricks, however, we are limited 
to only 15 more bricks before 
the wall will be completed.  If 
you wish to purchase a brick, 
please contact Pam Mannigel 
at 920-822-3997.

On Wednesday, May 11, 
2022 two students received 
scholarships based on the 
number of their volunteer 
hours at the museum.  They put 
in these hours prior to March, 
2020 when the museum closed 
because of Covid and then 
the renovation.  Grant Steeno 
helped for 103 hours and re-
ceived $500.  Collin Klipstein 
received $400 for 71 hours.  
We thank them for their help 
and wish them well as they 
further their education.

Brick Fundaiser 
Update

Salutations from the desk 
of me, Steven Karcz, Curator 
of the Pulaski Area Historical 
Society’s museum in wonder-
ful little Pulaski, Wisconsin. 
I’ve been asked to write a let-
ter to the members of our vi-
brant organization, informing 
you of several of the projects 
I’ve been working on for the 
upcoming re-opening of our 
museum this July. 

Many of you might not 
know this but the Pulaski 
Area Historical Society was 
fortunate to be given a grant 
from the Green Bay and De 
Pere Antiquarian Society 
last year for the restoration of 
our Polish American Frater-
nal Uniform. The uniform 
was found in the attic of the 
Hofa Park tavern and donated 
to museum. The entire en-
semble came with a helmet, 
bandoleer, and ceremonial 
sword with scabbard. It’s 
quite impressive being worn 
by one of the village’s early 
veterans for public celebra-
tions and ceremonial events. 
We don’t know who wore 

this uniform but since secur-
ing the grant we were gifted 
a second uniform that was 
worn by Joseph Borowski. I 
had the uniform profession-
ally cleaned last month and 
I am excited to have it on 
display for our reopening in 2 
months. 

Also, in the last year we 
acquired another object that 
should draw a lot of attention 
if anything because of its age 
and historical significance. 
Without letting the cat out 
of the bag I’ll just offer up 
some tantalizing clues (just to 
stir up the anticipation). It’s 
a metallic object measuring 
1/16” x 7-5/16” x 8-3/4” and 
came into the possession of 
a local family in 1890 when 
they were living in Detroit 
(this was before they came 
to settle on a farm in Maple 
Grove outside Pulaski). 
The object is man-made, 
decorated, and would have 
taken a steady (and skilled) 
hand to make. Only wealthy 
patrons would have commis-
sioned the creation of such 

an item (that said I’m very 
happy to now have it in our 
collection). Oh, and I forgot 
to mention its age? I have it 
from reliable sources from 
the Neville and St. Thomas 
University in Minnesota that 
the object dates all the way 
back to the sixteenth century 
(1525 to 1545 to be exact). 
This would make it the old-
est man-made object in the 
collection. I’m extremely ex-
cited about this find and I’m 
looking forward to sharing it 
with our membership and the 
public. 

I look forward to seeing 
you all at the reopening dur-
ing Polka Days and in closing 
I want to take the opportu-
nity to thank you all for your 
continued support in preserv-
ing our shared heritage and 
history. Take care. 

Steven Karcz, Curator 
Pulaski Area Historical Society

department who worked so 
hard and fast to rush me to the 
hospital. Through all of this, 
I know God is good and had 
intended this incident only to 
build character. 

Epilogue

Gary quit raising cattle 
around 1986 and ended up 
purchasing the homestead 
from his mother in 1998. He 
still resides on the farm with 
his wife Julie. The tractor that 
ran the blower ended up being 
crushed. It was a J.I Case mod-
el 830. The motor, which was 
driven into the ground 16 to 18 
inches, was salvaged and as far 
as Gary knows is still running 
today. Also, the Silver King 
silo brand is still in business. 
The division is owned by the 
Clayton & Lambert Manufac-
turing Company out of Buck-
ner, Kentucky. A company 
representative said they started 
manufacturing silos sometime 
in the 1930’s and continue do-
ing so to this day. 

Drzewiecki Story from page 5

PAHS 2022 
Scholarships 
Recipients

The Polish American Fraternal uniform that was 
found in the upstairs of the Hofa Park Taven looks 
similar to the uniforms in this photo.
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Become a PAHS 
Member today!

Name ___________________________
Address _________________________
________________________________
City, State & Zip __________________

Renewal or New (Please circle one)
Individual $15 ____________________
Family $25 ______________________
Business $30 _____________________
Casimir Level $100+ (annually) _________
Individual Lifetime $500 (one time) ______

Total AMOUNT ENCLOSED: _______
Please make checks payable to Pulaski 
Area Historical Society: Mail to PAHS, 
P.O. Box 944, Pulaski, WI 54162.

All Board Members at the time:
Larry Puzen
Tammy Brzeczkowski 
Maria Deau
Norine Heuser 
Tim Prokash
Ron Maroszek
Rock Mannigel
Pam Mannigel
Mike Brzezinski
Chris Jaworski 
Steve Karcz
Steve Peplinski
Pam Janssen

Outside :
Herb Rusch – downspouts
Mike Maroszek – parking lot – gravel, grading
Billy Maroszek – parking lot-concrete removal
Whitey Peters – Peters Concrete
Brent Blaser – Blaser Construction, form and pour
Don Potts – concrete work-new door frame and ramp
Bontreger Brothers Construction – steel and insulation
Tri City Glass and Door – new back door

Inside:
Travis Przybylski  –  TR Disposal
Craig Golik – Golik Electric
Scott Wolfgram and Bruce Breitenfeldt – Scott Wolf-
gram Construction
Brian Van Asten – Van Asten Plumbing
Greg Van Asten – Van Asten Heating & HVAC
Randy Grygiel and Jake Kolinski – N.E.W. Solid Sur-
face Cleaning
Brad Santy – J.C. Santy Construction
Renee & Jed - Slezewski - LaCount Auctions
Brian Lauritzen – Bldg inspection
James Styczynski – Fire Inspection
Menard’s Staff
Coaches Jerad Marsh and Todd Rodal and HS football 
players:
Jack Marsh, Charlie Schuster, Eric Sperduto, Brock 
Steinbrecher, Jake Adams, Derek Block, and Elliot 
Karcz
Brian and Cindy Egnarksi – Cousins Subs provided 
pizza for the football team helpers
Zak Brzeczkowski
Brandon Brzeczkowski

Inside Continued...

Joshua Brzeckowski
Andrew Perrault
Bruce Brzeczkowski
Lewis Deau
Gary Mannigel
Brian Edler
Grant Steeno
Collin Klipstein

Special thank you to the Brzeczkowski Family for donating this 55” 
television that will be used for showing videos, slideshows and more 
at the museum. Did we miss someone that helped? If you helped or 
know someone that we missed, please let us know by emailing us at 
pulaskiwihistory@gmail.com and we will include it on social media 
and in our next newsletter.
 

Museum Renovation Thank You’s

www.pulaskiwihistory.com



Pulaski Area Historical Society
129 West Pulaski Street
P.O. Box 944
Pulaski, WI 54162
Address Correction Requested

Place 
Stamp 
Here
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Find out what 
happened to this 
silo in 1972. 
Story Inside.

www.pulaskiwihistory.com

Do you know a 
1963 Graduate 
of Pulaski High 
School?

Congrats to the 
PHS Graduating 
class of 2022 - the 
100th class to grad-
uate from Pulaski! 
You’ve made his-
tory!


