
History of Brown County 

At what is known as Mill Center of the town of Pittsfield, 
there were in 1855 and some years later, ten sawmills. It was from 
this group that the place derived its name. At this point the late 
David McCartney operated a mill; George R. Cooke, N. c. Foster, 
Sylvan us Wright and O. Gray were the principal 1 umbermen at Mi 11 
Center. 

When set off in 1852, Pittsfield was one of the most heavily 
wooded portions of Brown county. Dense forests of pine and hemlock 
stretched unbroken throughout its entire area, watered by the 
Suamico river and numerous smaller streams. Sawmills were built 
all along these creeks, and the district became a center for the 
lumber industry. George R. Cooke, N. c. Foster, Sylvanus Wright, 
and Oscar Gray all operated mills in Pittsfield, and at one time as 
many as ten mi 11 s were sawing for al 1 they were worth in the 
sett 1 ement which gained the name of Mi 11 Center, and screeched 
their challenge to the world at dawn and noonday. The list of 
early settlers is incompl eta, but among the prosperous farmers 
mentioned as belonging to Pittsfield in 1876, were Luther Wilson, 
James Potter, 11.. T. Buckman, F. Strenkenback, •r. Delaney, T. Doran, 
F. Gothe, and S. Wright, who was a lumberman as well, Those having 
interests in Pittsfield some years later were E. Boyden, Nicolas 
Caspar, John w. Delaney, F. Frelise, H. E. Mowers, and William 
Streckenbach. 

'fhe great fires of 1871 destroyed much of the timber in the 
town of Pittsfield, and from that time on the number of mills began 
sensibly to diminish, although those of A. r .. Sanborn, L. W. Dunham 
and Oscar Gray remained. In still later years, Mathas Miller 
operated a mill at the Center. The inhabitants as in other parta 
of Brown county, turned their attention to farming, to truck 
gardening and dairying, and Pittsfield today shows small evidence 
of the great milling period in its history. Only an occasional 
deserted mill of primitive make recalls that busy, prosperous time 
in the 1 umber epoch. • 

This whole district is now given over to agriculture and as a 
practical lumberman of those bygone days now says, "One good crop 
is more profitable today than al 1 the weal th taken from the 
forest." The farmer of today considers beauty as well as uti 1 i ty 
in building his home, and the wide veranda, well kept front yard, 
filled with flower• and blooming scrubs, i• as much considered and 
as carefully cultivated as the more 1 ucrati ve part of the farm. In 
riding through the town of Pittsfield in the apringtime the thick 
hedges of lilac bushes that form dividing lines between flower and 
vegetable garden or orchard on almost every farm add immensely to 
the beauty of the country. 

On the extreme northwest corner of the town of Pittsfield, so 
that it lies within the three counties of Brown, Shawano, and 
Oconto, is Pulaski, which was settled by Polish colonists twenty
five years ago, and is a flourishing of 486 population. 

The congregation of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
was organized on April 27, 1887. On the same date was founded by 
Polish fathers of the Franciscan order a monastery for Polish 
members of the order. 



Later, Father Anthony Wisniewski, O. S. F., was transferred to 
Green Bay, and was made the first Superior of the large Franciscan 
monastery at that place. Pittsfield shows an increase in 
population of 3.69 in the census of 1910, and a total of 1,410. 


