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TOWNSHIP HISTORIES 

After Brown County was pared down to a manageable size, 

further slicing into smaller parcels of land cal led "townships" 
began. 

Formed around a settlement, the township emerged as a unit of 

local government which is primarily concerned with providing local 

schools and access roads, etc. for a fledgling settlement. 
Lawrence was the first township f:ounded after Wisconsin became 

a state in 1848. It was named for Amos Lawrence who obtained the 
land which had originally belonged to the Menominee Indians, who 
had deeded it to Eleazar Williams, who lost it when Lawrence 
foreclosed on his mortgage. 

Wrightstown was the next township set up, in 1851. Hoel S. 
Wright in 1836 settled on the site of an Indian camp ground at the 
mouth of Plum Creek. The Indians called it "Waupekun, at the foot 
of the mountain''-- the mountain in this case being the limestone 
ledge that runs through the area. There Wright built a toll bridge 
and named his settlement "Bridgeport" after his home town in 
Vermont. But the Brown County Board fifteen years later decided to 
honor Wright as the founding father of Wrightstown and named the 
township after him also. 

The following__year, 1852, Pittsfield, the heavily·-wooded 
center of the l umberi.ng_�industry in the northwest corner of t_he 
county, was set aside a,L a township. Isaac Knapp, township 
qrganiz,;u;:_,_named the town after his hometown of Pittsfield, Mass. 

Hal 1 anders set tl eel along the southern boundry of the county in 
1849, and spli t  their township off from Wrightstown. They bestowed 
the moniker "Franciscus Bosch" upon their enclave, which was later 
simplified to simply "Holland." 

Morrison, named for First Settler Alphonse Morrison who had 
been in the area about three years, also split from Wrightstown in 
1854. 

'!'he fol I owing year the Danish colony in the southeastern 
corner of the county since 1848 named their township, what else, 
New Denmark. 

Next year Bellevue and Glenmore seperated from De Pere. 
Bellevue was settled in 1842 by Germans, followed by Belgians, but 
they kept the French spel 1 ing of "beautiful vi E>W. " 

Glenmore, like Rockland, had been settled by the Irish, who 
chose to name their township after GI enmore on the aul d sod. 
Rockland followed Glenmore's lead in 1857, but had to settle for a 
literal description of their stoney farm land under the limestone 
ledge on the east. 

Meanwhile�section of Pittsfield became restive and in 1858 
split off as Suamico, a _more easi 1 y pronounced spel 1 :i,ng of 
Ousuamingong, meaning ''beaver's tail,'' the river which ran through 
the new township to Green Bay. 

1859 was a good year :Eor the formation of new townships. 
Eat.on, Humboldt, Scott, and Preble were formed. Eaton had been 
settled only four years previous to the decision to take itself out 
of New Denmark and become a township in its own right. 

Humboldt was a melting pot of Flemish Belgians, Germans and 
Hollanders, but. elected to name their new township after Baron 




